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he FIFA decision to allow four 
Iranian players to be eligible to 
play for their country against 
Australia in the Ist-leg play-off match 
for the final spot in next year’s World 
Cup finals, is nothing short of 
disgraceful! 
‘The argument that this is a different 
stage of the competition, to their own 
recently finished qualifying matches, 
just doesn't hold water. 
Would it in turn mean that the finals, to 
be held in France as we all know, is 
again a separate competition to the 
qualifying rounds? 
Surely you ‘qualify’ for each stage on 
merit! 
If so, those teams that have fallen by the 
wayside during the 
build-up, to that 
final ‘elite’ team. 
lifting the trophy, 
would surely have 
acase if they 
pursued an action in the 
courts? 
That may seem a strange piece of 
reasoning but think about it, the 
qualifying rounds are, according to the 
sports governing body anyway 
separate structure to the competition 
proper. Taking this as read, those teams 
that were knocked out have not actually 


‘Therefore, the could take FIFA to court 
and ask for: 

1, An explanation as to why they were 

not invited into the competition proper, 


when those that are there 

right to be, as they played in a different 
World Cup program, 

2. Demand compensation for not 
reaching the Finals as they didn't 
actually play in the tournament at all, 

3, Demand some matches be replayed 
when their players were suspended 
before these new ‘innovations’ within the 
game. 

‘The official line: "The slate has been 
wiped clean as far as yellow cards are 
concerned because they were incurred in 
the Asian qualifiers and this is a 
different stage of the competition. Red 
cards are not wiped off, but are carried 
through." 

Well what if the player received two. 
yellow cards to produce the red? If they 
are to be wiped clean, he never got a red 
card in the first place. Critical? 
Absolutely, and the editorial logic may 
not be so sound after all but the fact 
remains — this is the World Cup. It is 
ONE competition, there is ONE winner 
and cards, irrespective of colour, MUST 
be counted, 

‘This is not meant as a sleight on Iran or 
its players, if it were Australia that had 
struck such good fortune, we wouldn't 
be moaning about this decision, perhaps, 
quite so much. 

The decision is, to most, unjust, 
untimely and unrewarding for the great 
efforts put in by Terry Venables, Raul 
Blanco and the players. 

Of course, it won't make any difference 
if Australia qualify, we're always at our 
best when ‘doing it tough’. 
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Stan ‘The Man’ Lazaridis. 


ABSW SALUTES 
vou! 


Alex Tobin: Solid in defence. 


Ned Zelic: Showed class. 


Vale — Sergio Girotti 


n Sunday 26th 

‘October this year, 
Sergio Girotto was 
attending the second day 
of a Level Two Coaching 
Course at Lynwood Park 
when he suffered a major 
heart attack, and des} 
the best efforts of course 
participants, | Rams 
official and paramedics, 
he sadly passed away. 

His appointment as Club 
Coach at Tahmoor Nepean 
Rovers Soccer Club was yet 
another achievement in his 39 
years. A former Fairfield 
Patrician Brothers student, he 
played both rugby league and 
soccer with great distinction. 
Only a broken collar bone 
prevented him from playing 
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for NSW as a goalkeeper. 

After leaving school he 
became a ceramic tiler and he 
‘was well known and respected 
within the community. In 
April 1980 he married 
Rosemary and they had three 
children, James (16), Adam 
(14) and Jessica (10). 

Rosemary works in 
childcare at Picton and James 
had been training with his 
father to become a tiler. Adam. 
dreams of playing for the 
Socceroos as a goalkeeper and 
Jessica attends St Anthony’s 
Picton. They live at Bargo in 
home lovingly renovated by 
Serge and Rosemary. 

In 1995 Serge renewed his 
association with soccer by 
coaching Adam's U/12 team 


at Tahmoor and they won the 
Lynwood Cup. The following 
year they went one better and 
won the Ron Dine Cup. As 
well as coaching this team to 
success Serge played 
goalkeeper for Tahmoor's 
oyer/35 team and history 
repeated when he broke his 
collar bone in the semi-final. 
During 1996 he also found 
time go obtain his Level One 
Coaching Accreditation, and 
this inspired him to strive for 
the Level Two Course this 


year. 

On Saturday 6th December 
the Macarthur Rams, in co- 
‘operation with Tahmoor and 
Camden Soccer Clubs are 
holding a Benefit Night at 
Lynwood Park for Serge’s 


family. 

Tickets are available at 

$20.00 each, which includes 

er and excellent live 
entertainment, Lots of fun and 
games are planned for the 
night including some raffles 
and auctions, Contact either 
Jeff Duggan on 9824 7261 or 
Barry Davis on 9605 7308 for 
bookings and further 
information, 

As Serge was attending the 
course to be better prepared to 
help the young players and the 
coaches at his club, it is 
expected that the entire soccer 
community will rally in 
support of this night. 

ABSW would ask that 
anyone able to attend please 
do so. 


his Saturday night 

will see Australia, or 

Tran, capture the final 
spot in next year’s World 
Cup Finals in France. 

After the magnificent 
performance of the 
‘Australians in Iran, the eyes of 
the world be watching, what 
promises to be, a wonderful 
advert for the World Game. 

Australia soaked up the 
pressure in Tehran, but still 
managed the vital ‘away’ 
goal, when Harry Kewell, in 
the 19th minute, scored his 
first ever international goal for 
Australia. 


an 
et) 
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down by an Australian striker, 
showing the ball one side, 
then slipping it to his right and 
calmly clearing the danger 
(not that this tactic would be 
high on a list of coaching 
recommendations), 

Tran look solid in midfield, 
their attacking play down the 
flanks was excellent, 
especially down the right side, 
and Daei and Azizi busied 
themselves all evening up 
front. 

Australia may have look 
disjointed at times but they 
were obviously working to a 
game plan, Craig Moore 


Craig Moore: Took a nasty knock late in the game. 


The dangermen for Iran 
were without question, Ali 
Daei and Khodadad Azizi, 
although an often unsung hero 
would be goalkeeper Ahmad 
Abedzadeh, 


Indeed, the Iranian 
custodian looked extremely 
comfortable in his area and 
his handling of high balls was 
excellent. He again showed 
his outfield skills when chased 


appeared to be in a man 
marking role on Daei, and 
Alex Tobin seemed to be 
picking up Azizi, some 
pundits suggesting this should 
have been the other way 
around, yet Tobin was 
inspirational for the visitors, 
The first 20 minutes of the 
first match saw Australia in 
complete control, rarely 
worried by Iran and scoring 


Terry Venables: Would be happy with 1-1 draw. 


GLADESVILLE 
UTD NSW 
FEDERATION 


oaoRC rn, 


the all important ‘away’ goal. 

This is unlikely to be the 
case at the MCG. 

Tran knew their best chance 
was to win in Tehran. They 
didn’t and gave a goal that 
they must now might to regain 
in Melbourne, 

Australia, on the other 
hand, gave Iran massive 
headaches when closing them 
down quickly, in the first 20 
minutes, well inside their own 
half and not allowing them to 
Settle or build moves from the 
back. 

‘They will be watching for 
this tactic on Saturday night 
but they also know they must 
surge forward looking for a 
goal. When this happens, they 
will leave gaps at the back 
which Australia can hopefully 
exploit to the fullest. 

Terry Venables, a wily old 
campaigner, is unlikely to 
adopt the same system at the 
MCG. Reading between the 
lines in one comment he 
made, “every team must be 
able to play two ways”, would 
indicate the side did what they 
had to in Tehran and will 
certainly be using different 
tactics this week. 

Robbie Slater and Craig 
Foster did not shine in Tehran, 
instead they were holding 
back in midfield, which 
worked well in the cauldron of 
the Azadi Stadium. On 
Saturday night, the best form 
of defence will be attack but 
don’t forget, a nil-all draw 
will be enough to see 
Australia through to the 
France. 


’ 4 an 
Under 18 and Under 21 


Westminister Park, cnr Ryde and 
Westminster Rds, Gladesville. 


25 and 27 November 
2, 4, 9 and 11 December 
Commencing at 6.00pm 
Further details Contact 
U185 eddie 98095297 or 
015202155 
U215 tony 98170727 0413940760 
1st Grade players interested Contact 
Andrew 91812856 tor information 


2ND DIVISION TRIALS 
1ST, U2Is, 18s 


ALL INTERESTED PLAYERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND TRIALS 
FOR THE ABOVE CLUB, WE NEED TO EXPAND ON OUR 
CURRENT PLAYING STRENGTH 


trials will be held at: 
TEMPE RESERVE, TEMPE 


6.30em-8.30Pm 
MONDAY 4ST, 8TH, 15TH, 22ND DECEMBER and 


Harry Kewell: Scored his first goal for Australia. 


A 1-1 draw in the first leg 
was an excellent result for 
Australia, just as good as a 1-0 
win in reality. 

Iran must come out 
fighting, Australia need to 
bide their time, hit on the 


Robbie Slater: Was restricted in his attacking forays. 
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WEDNESDAY 3RD, 10TH, 17TH DECEMBER, and 
FRIDAY 5TH, 12TH, 19TH DECEMBER 
Enguirces: 

MICHAEL MARTA: 0412 076212(m) 
EDpIE TESORO: 95208240in) 


04123851891 


break and purchase their 
handy ‘Guide to the French 
Language’ phrase books 
(except Robbie Slater of 


course) 
AUSTRALIA TO WIN! 


CLUB NSW SOCCER 


FEDERATION 
Pre-Season “raining 
aud Selection 


Coach: GERRY GOMEZ 
Starting: 9-11 DEC 
‘Time: 6,30-8.30 
TURRUWELL PARK, ROTHCHILD 
AVE., ROSEBERY NSW 
AUL enquiries: 
Gerry: 0412958216 
Roger Neto: 0419200484 


leenager Harry Kewell 

justified coach Terry 

Venables’ faith with a 
vital away goal as Australia 
earned a 1-1 draw with Iran 
in their World Cup play-off 
first leg on Saturday. 

The 19-year-old Leeds 
United striker, a surprise 
selection ahead of veteran 
Graham Arnold, belied his 
inexperience at international 
level by calmly slotting home 
a left-foot shot to give 
Australia the Jead in the 19th 
minute. =~ 


But Australia relied heavily 
on Bosnich, who produced a 
string of magnificent saves to 
deny the Iranians, most 
notably when he deflected a 
long-range shot from Alireza 
Mansourian on to his crossbar. 

Just prior to this, Saadavi 
planted the ball in the back of 
the net for Iran but he was 
adjudged to have been off- 
side, with the replay clearly 
showing he was on. Australia 
were extremely lucky on this 
occasion. Although the match 
between the Oceania 


Mohammed 
Khakpour | 


Iran equalised four minutes 
before half-time when 
Arminia Bielefeld striker, 
Khodadad Azizi, slid the ball 
past Aston Villa goalkeeper 
Mark Bosnich from close 
range. 

Traneeame more into the 
match in the latter stages of 
the first half but for some 
world class goalkeeping by 


Mark Bosnich, and timely 
interventions by Alex Tobin, 
the story could all have 
changed so dramatically. 

But Kewell’s early strike 
means Australia need only a 
scoreless draw in the return 
leg in Melbourne this 
Saturday night to earn the 
32nd, and final, berth at next 
year’s World Cup. 

Running on to a header 
from strike partner Mark 
Viduka, Kewell controlled the 
ball with one touch before 
hitting a left-foot volley into 
the bottom right hand comer. 

The goal silenced a crowd 
of more than 120,000 at the 
Azadi Stadium. 


champions and the fourth- 
placed Asian team was a 
pulsating affair, the players 
struggled to perform on a 
sandy and bumpy pitch. 

Azizi coped best with the 


Match Stats: 


Iran v Australia 


Date: Saturday, November 22, 1997 
Venue: Azadi Stadium, Iran 
Crowd: 125,000 (estimated) 


Treant— anmac aseozaveH, Menai 
MAHDAVIKIA, Mohammad PEIRAVANI, Ali 
MANSOURIAN (Ebrahim TAHAMI 64), Hamid 
ESTEELI, All DAEI, Knodadad AZIZI, Reza 
‘SHAHROUDI, Mahdi PASHAZADE (Farhad 
MAJIDI 75), Naeim SAADAVI 


Australia — vark sosuicu, steve 
HORVAT, Craig MOORE, Alex TOBIN, Robbie 
SLATER (Stan LAZARIDIS 58), Ned ZELIC, Tony 
VIDMAR, Craig FOSTER, Aurelio VIDMAR 
(Ernie TAPAI 58), Mark VIDUKA, Harry. 
KEWELL (Graham ARNOLD 88). 

YELLOW CARDS: 

AUSTRALIA: Tony Vidmar 20, Harry Kewell 
45, Alex Tobin 49, Ernie Tapal 93 
JRAN: Mohammad Khakpour 45. 


conditions and constantly Alex Tobin 
tormented Australia’s defence, 
marshalled by captain and 
‘Adelaide City defender Alex 
Tobin. 

When midfielder Naim 
Saadavi beat Australia’s 
defence on the right touchline 
before crossing the ball, Azizi 
was the sharpest to react to 
deflect the ball inside 
Bosnich’s right-hand post and 
send the capacity crowd into 
raptures, 

Iran really started to stretch 
Australia in the closing five 
minutes of the half and the 
whistle for the end of the first 
45 minutes must have come as 
a welcome relief, 

The second half began as 
the first had finished, with 
Tran throwing just about 
everyone forward. With the 
stanza just two minutes old, 
‘Azizi rose above everyone in 


nd his goal bound 
header was saved expertly by 
the brilliance of Bosnich who, 
with his fingertips, managed 
to tip the ball over the bar. 

Another two minutes and 
Alex Tobin received the 
yellow card for a body check 
on Ali Daei which, according 
to the estimated 125,000 
crowd, should have been a 
sending-off. 

‘The first substitutions came: 
after 58 minutes when Erie 
Tapai and Stan Lazari 
on for Aurelio Vidmar and 
Robbie Slater respectively. 
Tony Vidmar, himself booked 
in the first half, moved from 
left back into Robbie Slater's 
position, Lazaridis took over 
at left wing-back and Tapai 
moving easily into Aurelio 
‘Vidmar’s spot. 

Iran were really pouring 
forward by now and Australia 
worked hard to soak up all the 
pressure, but the home side 
knew they MUST win this 
game, especially after having 
given Australia an ‘away’ goal 
to take back to Melbourne 
with them. They brought on 


Craig Moore 
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Harry Kewell: Scored his first goal for Australia, 


brahim Taha 

Ali Mansourian after 64 
minutes, yet nothing changed, 
Australia remained “under the 
cosh’, albeit at times, 
comfortably controlled. 

Four minutes after the 
substitution and it was 
Australia’s turn to. feel 
aggrieved as Mark Viduka 
was played though but the 
assistant referee decided he 
was off-side. Yet again, a 
blatantly wrong choice and to 
make matters worse, Josip 
Skoko had been warming up 
for a possible appearance 
when Steve Horvat went down 
in back play clutching his leg. 
He appeared to be limping 
when he finally got up, but 
this forced Terry Venables to 
re-think his options. Would 
Milan Ivanovic come on 
instead? 

In the 73rd minute, a Ned 
Zelic cross was met by Mark 
Viduka but his header went 
high and wide of the target 
after failing to make clean 
contact on the ball. This was 
enough to spark another 
Iranian substitution as Mahdi 


Pashazade was replaced by 
Farhad Majidi. 

To make matters appear 
worse, Craig Moore went 
down inside his own box in 
the 76th minute and never 
moved a muscle, Australia 
were down to ten men for a 
few moments as the Rangers 
player left the field for 
treatment, causing further 
confusion for the Australian 
coaching staff. 

With ten minutes 
remaining, claims for a 
penalty were rightfully turned 
down when captian Alex 
‘Tobin made a superb last ditch 
tackle and cleanly connected 
with the ball. 


Ernie Tapai was next to 
enter the book when not 
retreating the full ten metres at 
an Iranian free-kick, from 
which, Ali Daei sent over a 
dipping shot that flew inches 
over Australia’s bar. 

In a tactical move, 
Venables brought on Graham 
Arnold for the goalscoring 
youngster, Harry Kewell, with 
two minutes left showing on 
the clock, 

It would have been a 
relieved visiting team that 
heard the final whistle of the 
game as they had done what 
they came to do - not lose! 

It sets the scene nicely for 
the return this Saturday night. 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


|ddie Krneeyie Mark Atkinson, many coaches and has taken 

probably could have _ Sean Douglas is another __ positives from all of them, 

fdone anything he Carlton player who is says there is one particular 
wanted. Selected for the definitely revelling in the coach he has tried to model 
Victorian Under-12 cricket professional set up, his own style on. 
side, invited to play for AFL “Youccan sce the difference Belgian coach Raymond 
club Essendon, as well as between us and the other Goethals was his coach at 
being a top soccer player, Ericsson Cup clubs,” says Anderlecht, he also guided 
Krncevic certainly had his Krncevic on his team’s fitness Marseille to European Cup 
options open. levels, victory in 1993. 

We are lucky he chose to Tt hasn’t come easy though, “Goethals was a master 
stick with soccer, a sport for Carlton started full-time tactician, and he had good 
which his passion and training in June and with most communication with the 
enthusiasm knows no bounds, _ Players used to three or four __ players. 

As coach of Carlton Soccer training sessions a week, it “That's something I try and 
Club, the only fully was difficult to get them do with my players, but if I 
professional club in the accustomed to the twice daily see something is not working, 
country, he is clearly in his routines. I put my foot down.” 
element. Getting such a strong squad Krncevic was THE man 

Excited about the direction together was hard too. A lot of who paved the way for the 
in which the new club is players saw what happened at current crop of Aussies 
moving, he enthuses about Collingwood Warriors and _ sprinkled around Europe. 
two sponsors in particular, didn’t like it, making Eddie's Craig Johnston and Adrian 
Nike and Parmalat, and the job of enticing players to Alston may have played in 
benefits they will bring, Carlton much more difficult. England but Kmcevic was the 
advantages that other Ericsson “It was hard to convince first to try his luck on the 
Cup teams can only dream of. _ Players that this was not going continent, a fact he is very 

It's been an impressive start (0 be another Collingwood proud of. 
by Krncevic’s Carlton, shambles and the club was “Tt was quite hard, today’s 
although he isn’t getting g0ing to be run totally players go over and sign big 
carried away just yet. professionally. contracts, that wasn't the case 

“The aim at the start of the “There were a couple of — for me, I struggled for four 
season was to make the top incidents, like Goran years. 
six, that hasn’t changed.” Lozanovski for example. “He “Tt made me a better player, 

He then launches into the Was reluctant to join because _ more determined to succeed 
classic cliches of ‘taking itone he got burnt at Collingwood, and it made me a better 
game ata time’ and ‘keeping Which I totally understand. person, travelling a lot and 
both feet on the ground’, but “At the end of the day, the playing football is a great 
he is a coach and they’re players who decided not to education.” 
expected to say these things. Join will regret their decision.” He said he would 

As well as the good start, Other clubs didn’t make it encourage any of his young 
Carlton are playing some easy for him either, notably players to have a go at making 
attractive football, but South Melbourne and itin Europe, 

Kmcevic is not entirely Melbourne Knights, who cried “We can’t kid ourselves in 
impressed with the standard of _ foul over Carlton's legitimate Australia, We're not ready to 
the competition, approaches to certain players, keep those boys unless we 

“The standard is not all that It didn’t frustrate Krncevic, give them $250,000 a year. It 
great, at the moment everyone but the Bill Damianos case may weaken the Ericsson Cup 
is capable of beating everyone —_ was sickening for the club. but it makes for a strong 
else, there’s no one who really "Bill's father rang me and international team.” 
stands out.” asked if I was interested in Not surprising, Krncevic is 

The coach of the Blues has Signing him.“I said yes, he extremely content at Carlton. 
built a formidable squad at came down, we negotiated and “I'd like to stay here as long 
Optus Oval, Kresimir he signed; he was as happy as as possible.” 

Marusic, Lubo Lapsansky and Larry.” He obtained his coaching 
Robert Trajkoyski are stand Carlton had him registered certificate in Europe before 
out players, but it is some of but he elected to stay with coming back to put something 
the ‘lesser’ players who have South Melbourne. “We could back into the game, 

been playing out of their skin. have easily said “No, you're He says his experience 

Con Anthopoulos, never coming to Carlton and that's overseas was invaluable and 
given much of a chance at _ it”, but I don’t want anyone the flow of Aussies coming 
South Melbourne, is excelling here who isn’t happy to be back to coach will continue, 
under Krncevic as is here. We didn’t want to hinder “Frank Farina, David 
unheralded Kiwi midfielder, _ his career. Mitchell and myself, you just 

Krncevic has played under can’t beat the experience and 


RYDE CITY SOCCER CLUB 


DIVISION OF Non RYDE SOCCER CLUB INC. 


Under. 16 Youth League Div 1 1998 
QUALITY VERSATILE PLAYERS STILL REQUIRED 


Please attend trial at:— 


_ Santa Rosa Park, Bridge Road, Ryde. 
ee November 27th = 6.00pm 


Enguinrice:— Cec Thomson 9144 6653 


EDDIE KRNCEVIC | 
LR) Ts! aE i 


i DB 


“That’s been my dream ever 


MARCONI STADIUM 


knowledge we got _ since I was in Europe.” Krncevic taking the 
overseas.” He believes Terry Venables Socceroos to the 2002 World 


I Lt Lt 
| The only job is doing a good job but thinks Cup sounds better than 
| Krncevic would once the World Cup in France Krncevic opening the batting 


leave Carlton for at is over, it's time for an for Australia, or playing at 
the moment is the Australian-born coach to take centre half-forward for 
Socceroo position. _ over. Essendon, 


Bonnyaics Warre Eacues 


SPORTS CLUB LTD. 


State SUPER tai Cius 


Will be conducting trials for the 
U18, U21, & 1ST GRADE 
When: Twesday 25, Thurs 27 NOV 

Tuesday 2, Thurs 4 DEC 
Where: Bt Bonnyrigg High School, 
Cnr of Elizabeth Drive and 
Cabramatta Road, Bonnyrigg. 
Tewes: starts at 6.00pm 


All interested players simply turn up fo 
the venue on the above mentioned 
dates and times, 


a Long welt te ric ol ad 


Phone (work) 9831 5744 
"——M: 018 447 939 


: ARLIU 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 
Te oe Tn Te Se ae ae 
KICK OFF — 7.00 pm 
EARLY GAME — 5.00 pm 


yonsored b () Wi) 
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Melbourne Knights, 


UTS Olympic, which went 
really well. They asked me 
back for a second spell and 
out of 20 taking part, they 


Pla yer 
the Editor Avai labi 
: : Have your say on any soccer issue in aE Val a e 
Pee a nme Se Hee 
. : i RITISH SOCCER 
Australian Secondary to all the local businesses short letters. Include daytime phone We F rom E n | land 
Schoolboys Soccer Team’ _and individuals for their number for verification. ; 
that will be touring New generosity. PO BOX 
‘Zealand and South ‘Thank you all very, MARRICKV ie ; 1 ar after ale: 
‘America later thi h. NSW 220 ir, favour, Could you please seni 
Ama a Pe + Tony Cizmadija, a ve eee May 1 fst thankyou for me all the names and 
tunity to thank all the Kk ~ ASSS Tear a so publishing the letter I sent to addresses of the teams in the 
pote aise a Ce you about three months ago, ‘Super League”, which I 
supported me and made Editors note: ABSW regarding me trying to get _ believe will be starting fairly 
this trip possible. wishes the boys all the into soccer in Australia as I soon, = 3 
My gratitude goes to my very best on their tour and Of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. | a soe England. m RESUME ATS TEEL IS 
parents, VSF, Chelsea SC, for the future (See report managed to get six weeks keep it up! 
Bullcen Inter Kings SC, on opposite page). The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper ora be ya Maar Mans verne st 
s a ‘ours, Andrew Snell, 


Dee Why, NSW. 
Editors note: I would 
suggest you contact the NSW 
Soccer Federation, 235-257 


Another Budding Songwriter? 


Dear Sir, 


While everyone’s in the mood to write 
songs and poems about the national side and 
their quest-for a spot in the World Cup 
Finals next year, let’s hope we don’t have to 
sing a different tune, should we fail to get 


there. 


advertise in ABS W 


Ask us about our 


Special 


Alice’) 


a second chance, 


Tn case we have to, how about this song: 
(To the tune of ‘Living next door to 


‘Twenty four years we've been waiting for 


Twenty four years just to get to bloody 


picked three up and, Meurants Lane, Glenwood, 
unfortunately, I wasn’t one of NSW 2768, or ring them on: 
them. (02) 9629 3770, Best of luck. 


France, 
Now I'll never get used to not seeing the 
boy’s in action... 


T'll let someone else put words to the 
verses of the song, if needs be, however, the 
words 10 the chorus will just about sum up 
everyone’s feelings if our boys don’t make it 
to the World Cup Finals next year. 

Yours, Dominic Scullino, 

Nerang, Qld. 


Play it again 
ee FIFA? 


Editor's note: Why always the pessimst? Dear Sir, - embarrassed, 
Australia WILL make the Finals and as for There is __ nothing _ Ron Novello 
the song writing son, don't Call US.m.u surprising in FIFA's latest Little Bay NSW 


action in reinstating Iran's 


discounts 
for multiple ads. 


Dear'Sir, 

I feel compelled to write 
regarding comments in John 
Economos’ ‘Good Oil’ 
recently. In _ particular 
regarding Australia's possible 
World Cup qualifying 
opponents in the play-off 


We will prepare your ad 
from 
a rough draft. 


Contact us Mon, Wed, 
Thu, Fri or Sun on: 


02 
562 


opponent. 

In both columns he 
highlights the possibility that 
this could well turn out to be 
Tran, while ridiculing the “so- 
called’ experts’ predictions of 
UAE, conveniently 
overlooking that he himself 
tipped Saudia Arabia. 

Nevertheless, isn’t John 
Economos forgetting 
something? For instance, he 
recently stated that °... leaving 
Australia with the unenviable 
task of having to face the 
second placed Iran in the first 
leg.’ And on 11/11... ‘leaving 
behind Good Oil's biggest 
fear, Iran, to face Australia in 
eleven days’ time.” 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS SOCCER CLUB 


Don't Forget Japan 


Completely overlooking 
the fact that a play-off has to 
take place between Japan (the 
group B runners-up) and Iran. 
Surely you were aware of the 
game? If not then why not? 
Where has John Economos 
been in the last few month: 
against the fourth best Asian This 
wrongly identifying a player's 
photo in the match program! 


yes 


optus 


Brisbane 2nd Dec, 7.30pm - Rochedale Rovers Soccer Club 


suspended players. 

Over the years FIFA have 
never been known to do 
Australia any favours, 
instead they change rules and 
generally bend over 
backwards to make life 
easier for other countries. 

I can't blame Venables for 
being upset, I am absolutely 
disgusted and so are many 
other Aussie Soccer 
supporters. = 

Let's hope our boys will 
do us proud and leave FIFA's 
officials thoroughly 


Paul Harley 
Mudgee, NSW 
Editor’s Note: While 
others agreed we wouldn’t be 
playing Iran, ABSW, and 
John Economos in particular, 
stated the facts the way he 
saw them ... and WAS right 
again. We stand by our 
reporter's comments. 


almost as bad 


Norman Whiviesicls: 


S Melbourne 27th November 7.30pm — 
North Melbourne Football Club 
Melbourne 28th November, 7.30pm — 
Richmond Soccer Club 
Adelaide ist December, 7.30pm — 
Plympton Sports and Rec Club 


Sydney 4th Dec, 7.30pm - North Sydney Leagues Club 
sydney Sth Dec, 7.30pm — Blacktown City Soccer Club 


Tckets: $25 cach 
cosential ar numbers ane limited. 


Bookings 
% besk, cat 02 99043033. 7.: 02 99044595 


"1997 NSW Waratah Cup Grand Finalists 
and 1997 NSW Super League Semi-Finalists" 


is holding TRIALS for the 1998 Season 


1st Grade (senior Lions), Under 21 
(Junior Lions) and Under 185 (cubs) 

Venue: Middieton Park, Hume 
Highway/Smith Street BASS HILL 

Dates: 30 November (Sunday) 10.00am 
3 December (Wednesday) 6.30pm 
5 December (Friday) 6.30pm 

for further information contact the Club Secretary on 


(02) 9708 4572 (aw or 0416010948 


1st Grade Coach: Bill Kuleski 
(Formerly MARCOND 
U21 & U18 Coach: Roberto Viera 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD WOMEN'S 
SOCCER TRIALS 


Y NSW STATE LEAGUE DIV. 1 FIRST AND RESERVE 
GRADES PLAYERS FROM 16 YEARS FOR 1998 SEASON 


FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER © 
COMMENCING 7.30 PM SHARP AT CLUB MARCONI, MARCONI ROAD, 
BOSSLEY PARK, GROUND NO. 2. PLEASE BRING PLAYING GEAR, 
For further detiale Coutact 


JOHN SEVIL e 
at 


(HOME) 9484 & 7 12 
AN 


0419240270 
worn 96099329 


6 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — NOVEMBER 25, 1997 


By Micky Brock 


Ihe Australian National 
Secondary School squad, 
go into camp tomorrow} 
(Wednesday) to their| 
tour of New Zealand and| 
South America. 
This team represents the| 
best in young soccer players 
that Australia has to offer and 
without doubt, more than al 
couple will become household} 
names in the years to come as| 
they follow their dreams of| 
playing for the full national 
side, 

You have the chance, if you 
live in Sydney, to send the boys| 
on their way with a cheer if} 
you attend the Marconi y 
Carlton match this Friday 
night, where the squad will be} 
presented to the crowd at half 
time 


Heath Timmins 
Serdar Pir. 
Enzo De Santis. 


Peter Grguric 
Cameron Pin 


Chad Mansle; 
Daniel Watkins. 
Alex Josefovski 


Femando Pellegrino 
Pece Siveski 


‘Midfield. 
‘Midfield. 


Ee 


By Roy Hay 


St George's College 


Uruguay U/17s 
Uruguay U/17s 
jepart Montevideo tor 


Jovanco 


Buenos Aires 


TBA the Carlton win. 


Cs ‘won its sixth game 
‘in succession by beating 
Bentleigh Greens three nil in 
a match brought forward to 
Saturday at Optus Oval, 

Novaceyski 
opened scoring for Carlton 
after 12 minutes and Branko 
Bacak grabbed a double in 65 
and 71 minutes to complete 


Melbourne Knights fought 
back to win a thriller against 
the VIS by four goals to three 
at Kim Reserve. John Kalabric 
scored after five minutes for 
the Knights, but Adrian 
Cuzuppe in seven and Boris 
Ovcin in twelve gave the VIS 
a break it held till the last 
twenty minutes of play. Then 
Festim Zekiri popped up with 
the first of his two goals, 
sandwiched on either side of 
‘one by Ante Deak. Damian 
Cassar pulled a goal back a 


tf 


ATIONAL 


first half, but faded out in the 
second, enabling the Knights 


to take control, 


Altona 


Nick Papouts 
minutes 
Ouliaris* 
Bergers in front a 
two late goals by M 


later. 


home. 


oo 
Nthern Div 


penalty put the 
t 54 and 
poutsis 
and D Malina saw the visitors 


Heidelberg United had an 
excellent four-one win away to 
Steve 
Bogdanovski first for 
Altona after 13 minutes, and 
equalised 


J 


QUEENSLAND ACADEMY 
of Sport beat Sydney United 
Colts by two goals to nil at 
Suncorp Stadium. Kasey 
Werhman took the first steps 
in his comeback with a goal 
after 51 minutes and the 
word is that he came 


minute before the end but it rete Seen Le.) 
was too late for the VIS to get Ye was one of the top players 
back on terms. ‘i 
G The VIS played well in the °"  VICWs 9S was 
NAT YOUTH LEAGUE RD7 ~~ Wollciy 531137 10 4.00pm, Diamond Park 
ACTAS. 6222820 Gippsland Falcons v Altona Magic 
Carlton New Breakers 2 1 3 11177 3.30pm, Falcons Park 
Altona Magi MarFairied 6 213 9 157 
VIS... 20 41212 6 MONDAY 1 DECEMBER 1997 
13 31419 6 Bulleen Inter v Carlton 
2048216 7.00pm, Veneto Club 
UT 0151241 Byev VIS 
AIS Pecobay United v Bye 
j UE LADDERS bourne v Bye 
SUE W anit: REE NORTHERN DIVISION 
Carton 6600162 18 e i FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 1997 
IMelb Knights. 6 5 0 1288 15 — Kalabric as ACTAS v Sydney United Colts 
Gipps Falcons 5.500 9 2 18 NORTHERN DIVISION 5.00pm, Seitfert Oval 
Heidelberg Utd 6 4 0 2107 12 ne Team Marconi Fairfield v Marconi 
Buleen inter 6 31287 10 Slefovsk’ = AIS Fairfield Colts — 
BentGreens 6 21 3.6 8 7  Tollenaeredld Acof Sporté 5.00pm, Marconi Stadium 
Ke Riera yee RD 9 SOUTHERN DIVISION. se oem Topper Sen 
AlonaMagic 6 11 4 747 4 .00pm, Topper 
Sihieb «68 1.04 627 3. FRIDAY 28NOVEMBER 1997. 
SthMelbourne 5 04439 4 ul Nebo eee Hee eRe Mone eee 
LE 
es ee 
1 
TE OTUISION ae VisuSouhneboune UTS Oympcy A 
AIS 7424389 14 00pm, Kim Reserve : Scie Footbal ium 
OAS 7424218 14 Round One Match here ad 
Marravied § 91114610 SUNDAY 20NOVEMBER 197 
= - Albury Wodonga v Melbourne Knights 


Queensland’s other scorer and catapulting the team to the 
Shane Smeltz, who nabbed top of the league on Saturday. 
his goal in first half injury Goal machine Mile Sterj 

time added two more to 
The AIS was too strong for 
Newcastle Breakers winning 
goals to nil in Canberra 


tally 
hich is now up to 14 after 
eight rounds. His first 
was the only goal of the first 


half, but when Michael 
Ferrante made it two on the 
hour, the floodgates opened 
with further goal 
Duer, Sterjov: 
Mare Bresciano and Michael 
Anderson. 


by Ante 
second, 


Mark Read's 
Darwin All Sports 


Sports betting on all major International Events 


World Cup qualifier — 2nd Leg 


Div. Draw Div. 


1.55 Australia 3.40 Iran 5.75 


Based on 90 minutes play 


How far will the Socceroos go? 

Pick when they will be eliminated 
In this qualifying match 
In the group stages 
In the second round 
In the quarter-final 
In the semi-final ..... 


Lose the final 


Win the final... - 


Prices available for the Premier 
League, Ericsson cup, Serie A, 
Division One and many others 


Open your account today and enter the future of 
football betting 

Telephone: 08 8941 8330 All betting is TAX FREE 
VISA, Mastercard and Bankcard 

facilities available 

Licensed by the Govt. of the Northern Territory, 
Australia 


France '98 


| www.international-allsports.com.au 
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[SYDNEY UNITED .ossesssccssese 


MARCONI .. 


By Stuart Jones 
n an entertaining Sydney 
derby, honours were 
shared as Sydney United 
drew 1-1 with Marconi on 
~Sunday night at Parramatta 
Stadium. 

For the Pumas, Paul 
Bilokapic scored in the 11th 
minute while Vlado Zoric 
equalised for Marconi, 

Jason Culina’s return to the 
starting line-up was most 
welcome in the United ranks 
and he put on quite a show, 
pulling the midfield strings 
and going on deep and 
dangerous runs, 

Marconi’s best player was 
Ante Covic, with Francis 
Awaritefe always busy and 
showing great speed and skill 
in getting behind the United 
defence in the second half, 

For the Pumas, the draw 


means they have gained four 
points from the last two weeks 
of derby games, and in 
general, coach Dave Mitchell 
is pleased. 

“I have tried to instil 
confidence in my younger 
players and it is paying off. 
We were not expected to be in 
the position we are at the start 
of the season so we have to be 
happy.” 


Marconi coach Zoran 
Matic, on the other hand, was 
not so happy, especially with 
the conceding of the goal. 

“People have a job to do, 
certain people are forgetting 
that and this led to the first 

goal of the game, Ante Covic 
aida good job for us, for me 
he was our best player, he has 
a lot of potential he could 
fulfil.” 

Both sides went into the 
game with three changes from 


the previous week's game, 
with debuts for Marconi’s 
Mario Ansaldi and United's 
Marin Galic, who played the 
last 13 minutes. 

The game started with a 
bang when United’s captain, 
Paul Bilokapic, tapped a free- 
kick just outside the box to 
Abbas Saad, who set up 
Bilokapic for his strike at 
goal. He hit it sweetly and it 
went on the inside of both the 
Marconi defensive wall and 
Ante Covic. 

This was a huge blow to 
Marconi, who were fortunate 
not to concede further goals 
from Mitchell, Culina and 
Burns in the first half. All 
three had 25 metre shots either 
saved by Covic or, in the case 
of Burns, hitting the side 
netting. 

With Culina always 
dangerous, plus Saad and 


Mitchell working very hard up 
front, there really should have 
been an increase in the 
scoreline by halftime. Mitchell 
was belieing his age by 
constantly outfoxing and out 
pacing the Marconi defence in 
the first half. 

Marconi were strong - 
towards the end of the half 
and had the ball in the back of 
the net, thanks to Brad 
Maloney, with five minutes to 
go, only for it to be pulled 
back for offside. 

It had been Sydney 
United’s half overall but they 
would be made to pay for not 
turning the pressure into goals. 

After the break the early 
chances fell the Fairfielders 
way and, after spurning his 
‘own chance a minute prior, 
Sean Babic turned Richard 
Plesa and passed to Awaritefe 
‘on the left who cut it back for 


Robbie Hooker: Away on intemational dy. 


Vlado Zoric to tap in. Babic’s 
dummy run across the box had 
confused the Pumas defence, 
leaving the conversion easy 
for Zoric. 

Almost straight’ away Covic 
kept Marconi on level terms 
with a great save from Paul 
Bilokapic. 

Marconi had most of the 
second half chances and 
played well, although when 
United did break, it was only 
Covic who saved the Stallions, 

‘This was none so more in 
evidence than ten minutes 


from the end when he tipped 
an Abbas Saad shot over the 
bar from a range of only six 
metres, « 

In the end Nick Bosevski 
came closest to stealing a 
winner from his old club, but 
his shot went just over the bar. 

All in all this was an 
entertaining game with the 
result deservedly even. 
Perhaps the most amazing 
statistic from the game was 
that referee Simon Micallef 
did not hand out one card, red 
or yellow, in this derby game. 


CCH CLUD 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


COSMOS’ STAR ON THE RISE 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 
ae Melbourne 

continued to drop home 
points on Sunday night, this 
time held to al-I draw by a 
spirited Canberra Cosmos. 

‘The result left South coach, 
Angie Postecoglou, scratching 
his head after seeing his team 
draw their third game out of 
four at Lakeside Stadium, 

Canberra though, were 
excellent value for their point, 
and could have taken all three 
points had they capitalised on 
some good chances. 

South were always in 
control early in the match and 
should have taken the lead 
after a quarter of an hour. 

A great run from David 
Clarkson presented Michael 
Curcija with a chance, with a 
header that smacked against 
the woodwork, 


Seconds later, Canberra's 
goal was under fire again but 
Vaughan Coveny’s header, 
from a John Anastasiadis 
cross, was neatly saved by 
Tony Giannasca. 

The visitors looked to be 
holding out well until half 
time, when up popped Coveny 
to give the Lakers the lead, in 
the 44th minute, 

Con Boutsianis bent in a 
cross to the six-yard box, 
where Coveny beat Andy 
Roberts in the air and gave the 
keeper no chance with a 
powerful header, 

Cosmos wasted no time in 
equalising, silencing the 
crowd ae seconds of 
Coveny’s. 

Norm icaiy: s free kick 
seemed to bounce all around 
the Lakers’ defence and Harry 
James got in behind them and 
beat Michael Petkovic with a 


CANBERRA COSMOS 
looping header. 
Canberra lost Tom 


Haythornthwaite and James 
soon after the interval, 
although their replacements, 
Lindsay Wilson and Damien 
Brown, gave the Canberrans 
more pace. 

Wilson could have put 
Canberra in front but 
misdirected his free header 
from Michael Musitano’s free 
kick. 

Peter Buljan came even 
closer for the Cosmos with 
just three minutes remaining. 

A smart counter-attack saw 
substitute, Ilija Prenzoski, 
release the ball for Buljan, 
whose left shot went narrowly 
‘over the bar. 

The contrasting moods of 
the two coaches after the game 
spoke volumes about 
something which was a shock 
result. 


‘A sombre Postecoglou said: 
“The crowd was disappointed, 
the people involved with the 
club were disappointed and 1 
was certainly dis inted. 

“J just want to make sure 
the players know how 
disappointing it is, because 
there's no me a club like this 
can accept that. 

“J thought I had assembled 
the best squad in the country 
here, but if we're performing 
like that, there is definitely a 

m there. 

“At the moment we look 
good on paper, but once we 
get out on the park, it just isn’t 


reflected. I'd be hard pressed 
to say I was satisfied with 
anyone’s performance 
tonight.” 

Canberra coach, Branko 
Culina, was understandably 
delighted with the result: “We 
were missing a lot of players 


SURJAN CARVES UP FALCONS 


WOLLONGONG CITY 


GIPPSLAND FALCONG.........0. 


By Phil Murphy 
\ Ny oicnette Wolves 

midfielder, Anthony 
Surjan, may have created 
some sort of national record 
at Brandon Park on Sunday 
night, when he gave his team 
the lead from the penalty 
spot with 15 minutes to go. It 
was the third penalty he has 
scored in as many games. 

‘The skilful Surjan beat Jim 
Kourtis, after Levent Osman 
had fouled Alvin Ceccoli with 
4 quarter of an hour to go. 

Surjan had also put away 
penalties against Marconi and 
Adelaide Sharks in the 
previous two games, 

Wolves scored again a 
minute later when brilliant 
striker, Scott Chipperfield, ran 
‘on to a pass from replacement, 
Fijian international Esala 
Masi, and the match finished 


2. 

Wollongong really should 
have stamped their authority 
on the game much earlier, 
although, Gippsland worked 
hard to get players behind the 
ball as Wolves knocked it 


around with some style, 
Striker Tony Perinich had 
the best chance of the first half 
when he got clear after Surjan 
knocked the ball forward. 


Masi made a bright home 
debut after coming on for 
Perinich with 20 minutes to 
go, He had a hand in both 
goals and won the home 
crowd over with his 
athleticism and determination. 

Nevertheless it was classy 
wingback, Alvin Ceccoli, who 
had a blinder for Wolves. 

Right from the opening 
whistle, Ceccoli was heavily 
involved and his break down 
the left earned his side a 
penalty. 

Tt wasn’t all good news for 
the home team as New 
Zealand international, Neil 
Harlock, and Sonny Sevin 
were both carried from the 
field with injuries. 

Post-match and Gippsland 
coach Frank Arok was critical 
of referee Con Diomis. He 
said he didn’t think it was 
penalty and his players 


received a “raw deal”, 

“Whenever we come up 
here, around Sydney, this type 
of thing happens to us. I 
thought my players did well 
and deserved a draw.” 

Wolves coach, Nick 
‘Theodorakopoulos, said: “In 
the end it was a good win and 
we kept another clean sheet. 
The injuries to Sevin and 
Harlock are a worry but the 
boys battled away and it was a 
good win.” 
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“Tt was important for us to 


get a point and play the way 


Harry James: His goal stunned te! a Maou faithful, 
plus we lost Haythornthwaite 
and James, so for us to come 
out with a draw is great, 


we did so that we can show to 
ourselves we have the 
discipline and organisation 
that is required to survive.” 


SOUTHS: Petkovic, De 
Amicis, Orlie (losifidis 70), 
ay Clarkson, 9 


conc (ozenoski 65), 


sults Round Eight 


Carlton SC.. 0 
Brisbane Strikers 1 
Sydney United 1 
Wollongong City . 2 
South Melbourne ot 

2 


Perth Gloryizas..... soem ae 


UTS Olympic .. 
Melbourne Knights 
Marconi Fairfield.. 
Gippsland Falcons 
Canberra Cosmos... 


Adelaide Sharks.....csssssssssssssssssersccerssesesssnennsed 


**Adelaide v Newcastle Breakers: DNP 


UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


g 


ound Nine Fixtures 


meee eeriesy of SportGaas 


ROUND 9.........sescseesesseeeeeeeeMarconi Draw Carlton 
2.00 3.00 3.80 
Newcastle Draw Brisbane 
1.90 3.20 3.80 
Canberra Draw Melb. Knights 
3.00 3.20 2.25 
Sth Melb. Draw Wollongong 
1.80 3.20 3.70 
Gippsland Draw Perth 
2.50 3.00 2.60 
UTS Draw Adelaide City 
2.50 3.00 2.50 
Adelaide Sharks Draw Sydney Utd 
2.25 3.00 2.85 
Australia Draw fran 
1.80 3.15 4.50 
WORLD CUP QUALIFICATION 
Australla 1.22 Iran 4.00 


MO 
Agama SPORTS CLUB LTD. 
MSE SOCCER CODE 
SrTs WEA Mens: DIVISION 1 


Players required for 
1st Grade, U/21 and U/15 Trials 


SportOdds 
Bet on Soccer just by 
picking up the phone. 


@ 132 946 _.that's 132 WIN! 


DIVIDENDS ARE SHOWN FOR A HOME WIN UNDER TEAM ON LEFT, A DRAW UNDER 
THE V FOR VERSUS AND FOR AN AWAY WIN UNDER TEAM ON RIGHT. DIVIDENDS ARE 
FOR A STAKE OF $1.00. THIS INFORMATION COURTESY OF SPORTODDS. 


Dead G 


RPEUCEHt 


TO WIN 
ERICSSON CaP 


Sth Melb 3.00 Wollongong 19.00 
Adelaide City 4.50 Melb Knights 19.00 
Sydney United 5.50 Marconi 19.00 
Perth 9.00 Adel Sharks 26.00 
Cariton 15.00 UTS 26.00 
Brisbane 141.00 Newcastle 201.00 
Gippsland 251.00 Canberra 801.00 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 


SOCCER CLUB 
VRIALS SBASON 1998 


NEW PLAYERS WELCOME FOR: 
FIRST GRADE, U/21$ AND U/18S 
EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 62M 
SATURDAY 4PM 
L THROUGH NOV & DEC 


Newcastle v Brisbane 

Last year Newcastle defeated 
Brisbane 5-1 at home, and it would not 
be much of a surprise if they were to 
repeat that performance. It was a 
Round 16 clash and revenge for the 6- 
1 flogging they received from Brisbane 
in Round Two. 

Prediction: Draw 


Marconi v Carlton 

Both sides 
are unknown 
quantities but 


goals last season as th 


1, one of five draws the 


Gippsland 


earned point after a tor 


for revenge. 


the rebuilding Marconi, their recent 
home form has seen a draw and a loss, 


something they will need to redress for looks asouchiproposit 


Wollongong 
This clash ended 3-0 in Melbourne 
last year and South Melbourne are 
looking to repeat the treatment. 
Wolves have won 3-0 and lost 3-1 in 
their last two road trips but can South 


will be more fans through the gate in 4-0 at home as well. 


Queanbeyan. There were plenty of 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 


2, while at Knights Park it had ended 1- 


managed during the campaign. 
Prediction: Away win 


This is always a tough trip and last 
season Perth came away with a well 


Round 6 last season, 6,299 people 
turned up to Perth Oval to watch 
Gippsland win 3-2. Glory are looking 


1-1, Back in Adelaide and it was 2-2, 
however, on paper this 


this game. for Olympic. 
Prediction: Away win Prediction: Draw 
Ibourn: Adelaide Sharks v 
pee Sydney United 


Unbeaten at Thebarton 
Oval, the Sharks are out 
to take another high flying 
victim. So often ignored, 
Adrian Santrac’s side are 


Melboume win without Paul Trimboli? ae Snea ull hone negotiation. 
Prediction: A it anas 
“gap for a repeat of last Please forward your applicat 
's perf ; 
Canberra v Melbourne = When they won 32. In The "Secretary" 
Knights fact, United did the North Geelong Warriors Soc 
With their last home game seeinga double over the former jf | _ P.O. Box 112 North Geelon\ 
long awaited victory, hopefully there West Adelaide by winning Applications clos 


Prediction: tiome win 


every Tue and Thurs nights 7.00pm 
at Hammondville Park. Heathcote 
Road, Moorebank. 


Contacts: Arthur Sullivan 
9825 2397 «9648 5007 
Alfredo Barious (coach) 
9605 1503 
Womens: STATE LEAGUE DIV 1 
1ST GRADE and 2ND GRADE 
Contact: Frank Griffen 


9602 1792 


PRAIRIEWOOD 
UNITED SC 


FEDERATION SIDE: 
First & Res Grade 
Sunday: Nov 30 

Sunday: Dec 7 
Time: 3pm 
Venue: Calabria Sports 
Ground, Restwell Rd, 
Prairiewood 


By Stuart Jones 


e Knights won 4- 


ie Cosmos 


v Perth 


ugh 1-1 draw. In 


Also: Southern District P/L 
Players wanted 


seer Prediction: Draw Venue: As above. = 
Carlton, the UTS Olympic v Time: 1pm 
surprise . 
element is Adelaide City furtheribh ; 
starting to ‘Charity begins at home’ but Olympic PORTE coer 
he a a will need to go against this adage if ee 

eiton th : they are to build a better position. At Roy: 0412 248 811 
etn Belmore last term, the two sides drew Dom: 0412 001 214 


ion 


1998 season. Renumeration, 


SOCCER WEEKLY — NOVEMBER 25, 1997 9 


CARLTON ... 


IN UPSET 


——— Oe 
UTS OLYMPIC .. 


By John Rigas 
S Olympic caused a 
major upset when they 
defeated Carlton, the Ericsson 
~ Cup’s only fully professional 
outfit, 1-0, in hot conditions at 
Optus Oval on Saturday. 
Carlton have now 
experienced their first loss in 
the Ericsson Cup, something 
they have to deal with quickly 
as they face a difficult 
Marconi in the next round. 
The Blues have now gone 
three games without a victory 
and have been field scoreless 
for two games in succession, 
Carlton started with 
experienced players Lubo 
Lapsanky on the bench as 
coach Eddie Krncevic opted 
for youngster Vince Grella, 
however he was hardly sighted 
throughout the game. 
Both sides started the game 


in an attacking mood, with 
chances being created at will. 
The first falling to Carlton 
striker Andy Vlahos who 
powered his shot over the 
crossbar from close range after 
two minutes, 

In the fourth minutes 
Olympic could have opened 
the scoring when Huseyin 
Bayhan supplied Brett 
Emerton with a through ball 
which split the Carlton 
defence, but Emerton’s shot 
struck the post, 

Carlton had a couple of 
more strikes on goal through 
Robert Trajkovski and Vlahos 
in the sixth and eighth minutes 
respectively. 

The home team continued 
to apply the pressure, this time 
a John Markovski flick on the 
volley flew just wide of the 
goal frame in the 23rd minute. 

After dominating the first 


half Carlton fell behind in the 
Sist minute when Emerton 
supplied a cross for striker 
Norman Tome who put his 
shot past Anastasiadis, 

Three minutes later 
Emerton was in the thick of 
the action again, this time 
thundering his shot into the 
goal from 20 yards, only to 
have it disallowed. 

Carlton continued to press 
in search of a goal with a 
Markovski effort from the 
edge of the box forcing Catlin 
into a super save. 

Late strikes by Viahos and 
Trajkovski were not enough to 
earn Carlton a draw, both 
denied by Man-of-the-Match 
Bob Catlin, 

“This was the most 
important win for us so far, 
coming off a 3-0 hammering 
against Sydney United last 
week,” an elated Olympic 


coach Geoff Harcombe said. 
“The likes of Peter 

Tsekenis, Brett Emerton and 

Norman Tome were 


outstanding for us. And of - 


course, Bob Catlin, made 
some great saves.” 

A naturally disappointed, 
Blues coach Eddie Krncevic 
said his team had wasted 
chances to bury the game by 
half time. 


BRISBANE. 


«1 MELBOURNE KNIGHTS........+000+« 


By Glenn Davis 


jury time goal from 
striker Tom Pondeljak gave a 


fourth straight home defeat. 
The Strikers looked like 
breaking the duck for their 
first home win of the season, 
after taking the lead in the 
12th minute, following a 
stunning 25 metre volley from 
young defender Steve Laybutt. 
The former Wollongong 
defender pushed forward into 
the attack, with the Strikers 
well on top of their opponents 
in the first half, and found 
himself in the clear, 
thundering his left foot volley 
into the top left hand corner. 
Brisbane coach Prank 
Farina must have been pleased 


with his side’s first half 
performance and conceded he 
even could have had a hat- 
trick by half time. 

However, while happy with 
the first half, words couldn’t 
explain his disbelief at the 
Strikers’ second half 
capitulation. 

“I thought we could have 
gone in at the break with three 
goals but they killed us in the 
second hal he said 
disconsolately, 

The rot started to set in 11 
minutes after the resumption 
when Tommy Pondeljak 
combined with defender Ivan 
Jolic, who tucked away the 
equaliser in the 56th minute. 

Jolic attempted a 40 metre 
strike four minutes later, 
which surprised keeper 
Graham Ross, who had to dive 
Tate to save. 

Farina had three chances in 


the first half hour, and another 
just before half time, to get his 
name onto the scoresheet for 
the first time this season, 
while the Knights only real 
threat came on 40 minutes 
when Mijo Trupkovic missed 
from inside the box, with only 
Ross to beat. 

Farina’s best chance came 
three minutes from the 
interval when former Marconi 
striker, Andrew Harper, 
rounded veteran Alan 
Davidson before sending in a 
perfect cross for the former 
Socceroo, whose left foot 
strike was just wide of the 
mark from the edge of the 
area, 

After Jolic’s early second 
half equaliser, Melbourne 
Knights dominated the game 
but the Strikers concerns were 
eased to some degree when 
Knights substitute, John 


Didulica, was sent off in the 
79th minute after an 
altercation with Strikers 
sweeper Glen Gwynne. 

In a coach’s nightmare, 
Didulica had only been on the 
park eight minutes when he 
was sent-off by Sydney 
referee Matthew Breeze, after 
appearing to headbutt 
Gwynne, 

The Strikers, used all three 
substitutes, including veteran 
Rod Brown, to challenge for 
the winner they so desperately 
were looking for, but sadly for 
the champions that honour 
eventually fell to Pondeljak 
three minutes into stoppage 
time, when he made a solo run 
down the middle before 
slotting home past Ross. 

‘The Strikers, last year’s 
Ericsson Cup Champions, 
remain anchored to the bottom 
of the table after their eighth 


game, scoring a paltry four 
goals to boot. i 

Give him his dues, Farina 
has tried everything: giving 
youth a chance, like Matt Bell 
and Andrew Packer, and even 
sprung a surprise by bringing 
new signing Gary Blackford 
off the bench. 

Blackford, 29, who 
previously played with 
English Third Division club 
Slough Town, has been 
training with the Strikers for a 
month, but had only 22 
minutes to show his wares in 
this game. 

What he may lack in pace, 
he makes up for with great 
crossing skills. With only his 
second touch he sent in a 
point-point cross to substitute 
striker Mark Battistin, who 
missed with a header which 
would have put the home side 
ahead two minutes from the 
end. As it happened, it was the 
Knights who ended the story 
on a happy note, taking all 
three points back to 
Melbourne, courtesy of the 
speedy Pondeljak, and leaving 
the Queenslanders to ponder 


Glen Gwynne: Was involed 
in the Didulica send-off. 


what went wrong ... again. 


Cranney, Farina, Harper, 
Knipe (Brown 75), Packer 
(Blackford 68). |. 


Pondeli 
Mate Tropkovic (J Didulica 
7™). 


SCORERS: 


GLORY BLOW CHANCE TO 


PERTH GLORY ........ssss0e+: 


we2 ADELAIDE SHARKS. 


By Richard Kreider 
ps Glory stretched their 

unbeaten run to six games 
last Sunday at Perth Oval, 
following a 2-2 draw with the 
Adelaide Sharks, who still 
remain without an away win 
this season, 

But it could well have been 
a different story had Glory not 
reyived some of the old bad 
habits, especially when 
confronted by set-pieces and 
counter-attack. 

Twice the Glory took the 
lead with quality goals, but 
twice they allowed their 
‘opponents to bounce back. 

“We didn’t play very well 
at all,” said Glory coach Gary 
Marocchi, “Every time we 
pushed the ball forward, we 
lost it, We definitely miss 
Ernie Tapai in the team, his 
penetration along the right 


hand side was something that 
none of the others could 
produce.” 

Marocchi chose new 
signing, Peter Anosike, ahead 
of Scott Halpin, and Paul 
MeVittie for Ernie Tapai’s 
vacant spot (he was in Tehran 
with the Socceroos), but his 
decision appeared to have 
backfired in the first half, 
where the Nigerian youth 
international looked 
completely out of his depth. 

But after an hour’s play he 
was to become the latest hero 
of the home supporters that 
made up most of the bumper 
17,030, when he volleyed 
home the opening goal of the 
game from a left sided centre. 

‘The Sharks, however, were 
quick to regain their 
composure and took only five 
minutes to equalise through 
Pablo Cardozo, direct from a 


disputed free-kick on the edge 
of the box. The superbly taken 
goal is his eighth of the season 
for the talented 24-year old 
midfielder. 

Perth recoyered the lead in 
the 73rd minute after some 
quick thinking by skipper 
Gareth Naven. He lobbed 
accurately over _ the 
goalkeeper, Frank Mikuletic, 
when the keeper drifted too far 
off his line. 

But the Adelaide team once 
again rose to the challenge and 
equalised once more. This 
time, Corey Artone released a 
tricky 30-metre missile that 
found the net when a startled 
Tommy Maras let the ball slip 
through his hands, 

Tt was the only blemish for 
Maras who, once again, turned 
in a polished performance, 
especially when he denied 
clear chances for Nathan Day 


and Alex Castro. 

The game finished 2-2, 
with Glory wasting a chance 
to share the lead with Sydney 
United. 

Sharks coach, Adrian 
Santrac, was pleased to leave 
Perth with a point and praised 
his players: “Like Perth, we 
too had a big turnover 
problem, but we defended 
quite well and 1 am very 
pleased with the way we 
fought back from being 
behind twice,” he said. 
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Pablo Cardozo: Continued his amazing scoring streak. 


GLORY: Maras, Wilkinson, 
Buljubasic, G Navan, 
Miller, Strudwick, | 
Despotovski (Halpin 62), 
Siasia, Hay (Vukamirovic 
58), Anosike (McVittie 83) 


i 
‘SHARKS: Mikuletic, Castro, 
Tibaldi (Perin 87), 
Kuzmanovic, Milosevic, 
Artone (landiorio 38), Day, 
Cardozo, Da Silva, Tsekinis, 
Oliveira 


QUEENSLAND NEWS = 


By By Glenn Davies 


Be Strikers’ once proud home record, and their shock 
Eriesson Cup performances this year, haye left every fan 
asking “what’s gone wrong” with the reigning champions. 

Coach Frank Farina is at a loss to find the answers, other than 
to blame injuries and missed opportunities, for their position on 
the table. 

But it must be remembered the Strikers have never been 
thrashed, other than in their first round clash with South 
Melbourne, and only lost by the odd goal in the dying minutes on 
a couple of occasions. 

The Strikers board has spoken with Farina and the players, 
and fully support all involved, so, unlike many southern clubs 
who go looking for the coach’s scalp, don’t expect to see a 
sacking here, 

Undoubtedly injuries have been the worst enemy, but also the 
loss of last year's skipper, Alan Hunter, has had an effect on 
performances, However, some of the other experienced players, 
particularly in midfield, need to take a long hard look at 
themselves, 

The Cranney brothers, for example, bulked up enormously in 
the off-season and, in my view, have lost some of their sharpness 
and speed off the mark. 

Sean, in particular, rarely gets in behind a defence these days 
but that is not necessarily all his fault, 

Once the Strikers return to their known pattern of breaking 
down the flanks, and a few of the injured players, notably Chris 
Zoricich, Nick Meredith, Chay Hews and, to a lesser degree, 
Kasey Werhman, return, the Strikers will again be a force, 

Werhman made his comeback in the Queensland Academy 
side on Saturday night after breaking his leg in the World Youth 
Championships in Malayasia before the season started. 

However, he was limping noticeably and is a long way short 
of making his NSL return, 

Mathematically it’s still possible for the Strikers to make the 
Top Six play-offs, and once they turn the comer they're certain 
te ang several wins together and threaten for a Semi-Final 

rth, 


Confidence is the key and a preparedness by Farina to ‘hang 
in’ and relieve some of the pressure on his players, particularly 


SALISBURY SCORES ON 


some of the younger ones who are ilayiig as if a bad pass could 
cost them a place in the side. 

Farina’s assistant coach Peter Tokesi, a rugged defender in his 
NSL days with Brisbane City, has been through these 
circumstances himself and is astute enough to know the problem. 

“Sometimes the best team just doesn’t win,” he said after the 
Strikers’ loss to Melbourne Knights. 

“At the moment the problem seems to be in the midfield. They 
all seem to be tiring at the one time, but I'm optimistic we'll still 
make the six,” he said. 

With players likes Clint Bolton, Werhman, Zoricich, 
Meredith, Hews, Andrew Brayshaw missing from the Melbourne 
Knights clash, the wheel will eventually turn. 


RETURN TO TOPPER 


year, Staff have been 
overwhelmed with the 
response of the crowd, and 


By L JANE SKAFTE 
na perfect evening last 


in the curtain-raiser to this 
international fixture. 

The NSW outfit had lead 
2-0 at the half-time break, 
courtesy of goals to have agreed on Wednesday 
Katherine Wilson and January 7, 1998 as the new 
Amanda Parker. date. 


several Zebras players were 

involved with the Socceroo’s 

World Cup qualifier. 
Newcastle and Adelaide 


Wetarniy, Australia’s the children, who dressed up 
Women’s national team recently, 
defeated New Zealand 2-0 at According to Breakers 
Topper Stadium in front ofa management, everybody 
good crowd, enjoyed working in this 


Australia took the lead in 
the 13th minute, when a Kiwi 
defender handled the ball in 
the penalty area, Kim Revell 
duly made no mistake from 
the spot, thus giving 
Australia an early lead. 

Our girls went on to 
dominate the second half, 
controlling the ball and play, 
and were rewarded with a 
75th minute goal from Japan- 
based Novocastrian, Cheryl 
Salisbury. 

Kk 
reakers promotions have 
been very successful this 


environment and are now 
looking forward to 
celebrating Christmas at their 
home fixture on December 19 
against UTS Olympic. 

In the interim, 
announcements will be made 
‘as to what competitions are in 
place and prizes to be won 
during the Breakers home 
games. Listen out and be sure 
to join in the Christmas spirit 
at Topper Stadium. 

kak 
lhe Hunter Academy drew 
2-2 against the NSW Jets 


Hunter Academy fought 
back and took their chances 
in the second half to salvage 
a draw against a more 
experienced NSW outfit. 
Hunter coach Bruce 
Tracey was happy with the 
way his side played, 
especially against the NSW 
side packed with talent. 
2.2.9 
ewcastle Breakers’ 
fixture against Adelaide 
City, set down for last 
Sunday, was postponed. 
Officials from Adelaide City 
spoke with the Breakers after 


‘The Topper Breakers’ next 
match will be home this 
Friday night against the 
Brisbane Strikers. 
KKK 

ewcastle Breakers Youth 

Squad recently played a 
country representative side 
from the holiday coast, and 
won 14-0. From all reports, 
both sides put on a 
entertaining match with the 
Coast Boys showing a lack of 
match practice and teamwork 
compared to the Breakers 
Youth Side. 


SouthAustralia 


UPDATE 


SASF Junior Presentations 


0: Wednesday November 5 the S.A.S.F. Junior Premier League held their presentation evening 
at W.T. Birkalla’s clubrooms. 
The Chairman of the Junior Premier League Management Committee, Ian Wallace, introduced 
the MC for the evening, Channel Ten’s George Donikian, to the players, officials and parents. 
Donikian welcomed the Chairman of Commissioners, Les Avory, and Commissioner for 
FUTSAL, Arthur Di Fede, who presented the medals and pennants to the league winners. 


‘The winners were: 

U/13 B: WT Birkalla 

U/13 A: Enfield City Falcons 
U/14 C: Elizabeth Bay Rams 
U/14B: Para Hills Knights 
U/14 A; Adelaide Sharks 
U/I15 C: Elizabeth Bay Rams 
U/I5 B: Elizabeth Bay Rams 
U/15 A: Adelaide City Zebras 


U/I7 C: Campbelltown Red Devils 
U/I7 B: South Adelaide Panthers 


U/I7 A: Adelaide City Zebras 


Selig, 


Over the past three years the playing strength of the SASF Junior Premier League has increased 


by 50% and still growing, 


If you want to be part of the Olympic World Game contact the South Australian Soccer 
Federation to find out about a club in your area on 8340 068! 


Paul Okon 
about to make 


an impact 


Pp Okon, the Socceroo 
and Lazio star, and 
current Oceania Player of the 
Year, has recovered from a 
knee injury and is set to help 
Australia qualify for the 
France Word Cup in 1998, 

Okon is currently the only 
Australian playing in, 
arguably, the toughest league 
in the world, the Italian Serie 
A, Lazio have a world class 
squad with Swedish coach 
Sven Goran Eriksson in 
charge. 

The competition for first 
team places is fierce and 
Okon is fighting his way back 
into the line-up after making 
his debut for the club against 
Inter Milan in September 
1996. 
Adored by the Lazio 
faithful and the ‘take no 
prisoners’ Italian media, Okon 
‘was on his way to London to 
join the European based 
Socceroos before heading to 
Dubai, when the TAB Radio 


Soccer crew caught up with 
him. 

Okon is quite content to be 
part of the 26 man squad and 
went on to say, “It’s been 
quite some time since I have 
been selected for the 
Socceroos, after all the 
problems I have been having 
with my knee, it’s great to be 
back. I’m still fighting hard to 
get fit, and I’m not sure I will 
be playing the two matches 
against Iran. I am going on 
with the team, obviously two 
very important games to 
qualify for the World Cup, 
and if I’m not able to play, I 
would like to be there with the 
guys to help them through and 
hopefully qualify for France 
next year. I have played three 
games with the (Lazio) 
feserve team and it’s 

fant for me to get a run, 
It’s very difficult, I have been 
out of action the last six 
months, we'll just have to see 
during the week how things 


go for myself to get a game 
next Sunday.” 

Okon was looking forward 
to coming to Australia for the 
second leg of the World Cup 
qualifier against Iran at the 
MCG and said, “I am looking 
forward to playing anywhere 
for Australia at this stage. 
From what I have heard, the 
MGG is the perfect ground to 
make history.” 


jo be a football 

commentator would 

be the ideal job for 
most fans, and, as SBS’s 
main yoice, Paul Williams 
calls a variety of games 
each week, from Ericsson 
Cup to the European 
Champions’ League and 
World Cup qualifiers. 

But he is one of the few 
sports commentators in 
Australia that never played at 
an elite level. 

“T actually played Super 
League in Perth in the late 
eighties, but badly injured 
my Achilles and never really 
fully recovered. The only 
difference between me and 
the average supporter is that 
I’m lucky enough to be 


employed by SBS as a 
commentator,” says 
Williams. 

‘The journey to where he is 
now began in Perth, WA in 
1991. He called Les Murray 
at SBS to enquire about the 
possibility of becoming a 
commentator. Les suggested 
he not get his hopes up too 
much as many think they can 
be the next Martin Tyler, but 
its harder than it looks. 

Williams was determined 
though. He hired a sound 
studio for an afternoon and 
recorded a demo tape. 
Murray acknowledged the 
quality of the tape but made 
it clear that the odd game in 
Melbourne was all that may 
need his talents - and even 


then the chances 


were slim. 

“Being a commentator was 
the first thing in my life that I 
had REALLY wanted to do. I 
took my chances and moved 
to Melbourne in the hope that 
Icould make it,” he says. 

After well over a year in 
Melbourne, and many phone 
calls to SBS, he was ready to 
pack it all in and move back 
to Perth. However, a brief 
encounter with a Melbourne 
girl kept him in town a little 
longer and it was during this 
period that his luck changed 
and he began calling NSL 
games at the start of the 
92/93 season. 

“SBS needed an extra 
commentator for the World 


Youth Cup in 1993. Luckily I 
did a good job, based in 
Adelaide with Group D, and 
the following season I was 
calling NSL games from 
Adelaide and Melbourne. It 
was still really a hobby then, 
as I had my own business at 
the time. I could never see it 
panning out to be a full-time 
Scenario,” he said. 


When SBS’s_ main 
commentator, Andy 
Paschalides, moved to 


Foxtel, Williams, all of a 
sudden, found himself calling 
Socceroo internationals and 
Grand Finals. 

By now, he was working 
for a Melbourne based 
computer company, as an 
Account Manager, from 


Monday to Friday, and then 
spent most weekends calling 
Ericsson Cup games. 

He remembers: “It really 
all came together in 1996. I 
went to Euro 96 and called a 
couple of games for SBS 
there. The rest of the time I 
went to other matches as a 
supporter - I loved that. 

“After Euro 96, Channel 7 
flew me to the Olympics in 
Atlanta, to call the Olyroos 
games. It was a sensational 
trip.” e 
He moved to Sydney a 
year ago and recently took a 
full time position with SBS 
in a journalist/commentator 
role. But after achieving an 
ambition of being involved in 
sport full-time, he 


surprisingly 
missed the cut and 
thrust of business. 

Hence, the launch of his 
latest venture, ‘Soccer Star’, 
computer software for 
players and supporters. 

Considering football is the 
largest sport in the world, 
there are few ‘new’ and 
innovative products for 
players and supporters. 
Williams has designed and 
developed ‘Soccer Star’ to 
fill the gap. 

“Apart from new versions 
of games like FIFA 97 etc. 
there has been nothing new 
for the football consumer in 
years. “Soccer Star’ is totally 
original. It enables players to 
watch and record his, or her, 
career, from junior to senior 
football. It keeps track of all 


the games 

played, goals 

scored, competitions won and 

lost. All the drama of a 

lifetime of soccer can now be 

stored on your computer at 
home,” stated Williams. 

“Soccer Star’ can also be 
used for supporters to keep 
track of their favourite local 
and overseas teams and 
players. But the biggest 
winners with ‘Soccer Star’ 
will be the clubs themselves. 
They now have a solution to 
the problem of recording 
appearances and results of all 
their teams, 

“The International Launch 
of ‘Soccer Star’ will take 
place next year - in the 
interim it will be available by 
mail order,” he concluded. 


(Please see ad on page 13 
of this issue). 
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scorers, cards, substitutes etc. 
® league ladders, cup competitions, 
penalty shoot-outs 


® player profiles including photographs “ "Soccer Star’ ts the most exciting product 


® club details incl. club emblem 

@® statistical data on competitions, t 
players, goalscorers etc. 

& the ultimate database 
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to hit World Soccer in years. Piayers of 
all ages can follow their careers from 

eams, Australia... to Italy | Plus, supporters can 
monitor the performance of their favourite 
overseas teams and players. ‘Soccer Star’ 
is a must for football lovers ™ 


* recommend minimum Pentium Processor with 16mb ram 


jease debit my CreditCard Micard Olcard Ga 0 


} CEC CET CT Seri Oe 
Or make Cheque/Money Order payable to Software For Sport 
A aceiens ee nn enclosed 
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GOMMENS 


Ti paraphrase Gough 
Whitlam and his 1972 
election slogan, it’s 
time! It is our time to qualify 
for the World Cup at last after 
five failed attempts. 

‘That, I believe, will be the 
key weapon that will get 
Australia past Iran in the home 
leg of the last gasp qualifier in 
Melbourne on Saturday. It is 
that intangible, purely 
psychological element that 
will over-ride everything, 
including whether they are 
better than us, the tactics of 
the day, the team selections, 


hegeatee 


the volume of crowd support 
and the rest of it. 

Tf you are unfamiliar with 
that element, think back to 
Australia’s long rivalry with 
Israel in the ‘80s. We beat 
them, knocked them out of the 
1986 World Cup. 

We did the same to them on 
the road to the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. In 1989, chasing a 
place in Italia ‘90, we drew 
with them 1-1 in Tel Aviy and 
again the writing was on the 
wall. Then they got sick of it 
all. We got complacent and 
allowed ourselyes to be beaten 


“VEST SHOOTING FOR 
‘LEAGUE CUP DOUBLE’ 


By John John | Economos 


(from Sarawak in 
Malaysia) 


lan Vest the tenacious 

ex-New Zealand World 

Cup midfielder and 
former coach in the NSL of 
the exciting Newcastle K.B, 
side during the late 70s, has, 
for the past seven years been 
the manager/coach of the team 
from the rich province of 
Sarawak, that plays in the 
Malaysian National Soccer 
League. 

Having already just 
recently won the National 
League championship for the 
state of Sarawak, Vest is now 
most desperate to crack the 
rare ‘League and Cup double’. 

Playing in Group B, 
League champions Sarawak 
had a flat start in the 
prestigious Malaysian Cup. 

In their first six Cup 
matches Sarawak reeled off 
two wins, three draws plus a 
disastrous 1-3 home loss to 
Perlis. 

Last Tuesday, however, 
Sarawak exploded back into 
top form as they flexed their 
muscles to thrash the 
previously undefeated Group 
B Cup leaders Pahang by 4-0. 

Sarawak’s 30 year old right 
midfielder Ramos Sari starred 
by bagging in all four goals. 

Understandably Sari was 
“Man Of The Match’ but it 
was the razor sharp alertness 
of former UTS Olympic 
striker Alistair Edwards that 
set up three of Sari’s goals 


14 


with his excellent vision and 
passing. 
Edwards in the Malaysian 
media, is always referred to as 
‘Alistair’ and not as 
‘Edwards’, obviously a sign 
that he’s held in high esteem 
by the general media as well 
as the local Soccer fans. 
Sarawak, or the *Crocs’ as 
they are tagged, (namely 
because the rivers in Sarawak 
are infested by crocodiles), 
have now scored ten goals in 
the Cup, of which seven have 


by New Zealand in Auckland. 
Inspired by their long 
suffering, and the conviction 
that it was time their number 
came up, the Israelis pounced 
and got the draw they needed 
to knock us out in the retum 
match in Sydney. 

It happens at club level-a 
lot. Go back no further than 
the long frustrations of the 
Melbourne Knights who, in 
the early 90s, kept being 
beaten in a series of Grand 
Finals. 

Then, deciding it was 
their turn, they tured on the 
style to beat Adelaide City 
on their own turf to win the 
big one. The win had 
nothing whatever to do with 
tactics or skill. It was purely 
the mindset that it was the 
Knights’ time. Their hunger, 
the injustice of those narrow 
losses earlier, overcame 
everything. 

Now it is the Socceroos 
who are hungry. Very hungry. 
Since the success of 
qualifying for the finals of 
1974, they have copped it 
sweet five times. 

For a place in the 1978 
World Cup we were beaten, at 
home, by both Kuwait and 
Tran, Iran qualified. For the 
1982 tournament, childish 


been knocked in by 
midfielders. 

Sarawak’s astute coach 
Vest stated that: “Sometimes 
when our strikers are being 
tightly marked I have had to 
change our game plan to bring 
in firing power from our 
midfielders to assist in doing 
the job.” 

The ‘Crocs’ crushing home 
win over Pahang, in front of a 
crowd of 15,000, catapulted 
Sarawak into second place in 
Group B with Perlis third, 
Sabah fourth and the still 
winless Perak last. 

Tonight (Tuesday) Sarawak 
takes on third placed Perlis in 
their away revenge match and 
travel again to play Sabah in 


Alan Vest: Sarawak’s Peale Championship winning 
coach. 


silliness by our coach, Rudi 
Gutendorf, led us to flop at 
home to New Zealand, The 
Kiwis made it into the finals. 

In the 1986 campaign, all 
the Aussie courage was not 
enough to overcome the 
difficulty of having to face 
Scotland. There was just two 
goals in it and we lost. The 
Scots made it to Mexico. In 
the campaign for the 1990 
finals, New Zealand who were 
already out and had nothing to. 
lose, shocked us in Auckland. 

Then came the Israelis, 
their inspired showing to draw 
1-1 in Sydney, mitigated by 
the disgraceful refereeing of 
Carlo Longhi. 

I keep re-running the 
videotape and his performance 
only gets worse. 

Finally, of course, came the 
effort for USA ‘94, the need to 
face twice World Cup winners 


SCRA 


cUP SPECIAL 


the last match of the first 
round in the Cup. 

Sarawak is a rich province 
of Malaysia and extracts its 
vast wealth from forest 
cutting, and has a population 
of some 1.9 million. 

The Sarawak Soccer team 
has three foreign players on its 
books. 


The-team captain is a 
towering strapping Australian 
who plays as a free-back. 

He’s Dave Evans and hails 
from the outskirts of Perth, 
from a place called 
Rockingham. 

Then there’s Edwards of 
course, plus industrious 
English midfielder Billy Bone 
formerly of Sunderland and 
Hong Kong. 

Evans has been with 
Sarawak for the last seven 
years, ever since Alan Vest 
first came to takeover the 
reins of the club. 

They are based in the 
capital Kuching, a rapidly 
developing city with a 
population of just over 
400,000. 


Vest’s home ground is the 
magnificent Sarawak Stadium, 
erected and completed earlier 
this year for the recent World 
Youth Championships staged 
in Malaysia. Brazil's World 
Youth team was based here 
during the Championships. 

With a perfect lush green 
rich surface, (the grass 
specifically imported from 
overseas), which is watered by 
‘an underground system - (but 
not inyolving sprinklers) - the 
futuristically designed 
Stadium with a huge 
undulating roof, has a fully 
seated capacity of 44,500. 

This magnificently 
engineered structure strongly 
resembles the design lines of 
the Sydney Football Stadium. 
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Argentina and Maradona in 
the final showdown, the 
stupidity of playing the first 
leg at home and the loss by 
one goal over two legs, and 


The man who made that 
deflection was Alex Tobin, 
‘now captain of the Socceroos 
and someone who would be 
sick to death of failed World 
Cup attempts. He has been 
either a fringe or focal 
member of the Socceroo party 
since 1985, 

‘There are five others in the 
team which faced Iran in 
Tehran last Saturday with 
similar points to prove: 
Robbie Slater, Ned Zelic, 
Tony Vidmar, Aurelio Vidmar 
and Mark Bosnich have all 
taken part in past World Cup 
failures. 

Those six players, beware, 


~will be the stars of next 


Saturday’s blockbuster at the 
MCG. Terry Venables will be 
well advised to use all six of 
them, 

Which brings me to the 
matter of team selections 
and the teasing question. 
Will Venables, having 
achieved the most ideal 1-1 
away last Saturday, make 
changes. I believe he will. 


At home, it will be time for a 
more offensive, less cautious 
approach. In his lineup in 
Tehran, there were two 
distinctively ‘cautious 
elements: the choice of 
Horvat at sweeper and Tony 
Vidmar at left back. I 
believe he will replace both 
in Melbourne. Away games 
usually mean caution, 
which is why Horvat, less 
adventurous than Milan 
Ivanovic, was chose at 


sweeper. 


Tony Vidmar: Played left 
back. 


At left back Tony Vidmar 
was a similar choice. 
Concerned about the raids on 
the right flank by the Iranians, 
Tony was chosen as a 
defensive man, hardly 
venturing forward at all. When 
it was time to counter the 
Tranians and put them on the 
back foot, Stan Lazaridis came 
‘on as Tony moved to the right, 
and began making his flying 
flank runs of torment on the 
left side of the Australian 
attack, 

I believe both Ivanovic, a 
supreme organiser at the back 
coupled with a creative 
instinct, will come in to 
replace Horvat while 
Lazaridis, purely an attacker 
with a sweet left foot, will also 
enter. 

Tony Vidmar might be 
retained, either as a stopper to 
replace Craig Moore, or go to 
right back in place of Slater. 
Whatever the case, Terry 
Venables will re-shape the 
Australian lineup to take a 
more attacking complexion. 

And take advantage of the 
hunger, the sense of 
opportunity the Australians 
must feel at this time. And he 
will be right. And the Aussies 
will win and win well. 
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David Hill Soccer Australia's 
chairman, last week upset 
‘many people across Asia with 
remarks alleged to have been 
made by him in the Asian 
media. 

The General Secretary of 
the Asian Football 
Confederation (A.F.C.) Mr 
Peter Velappan, who is based 
in Malaysia, attacked Hill for 
some derogatory remarks he 


made about Iran, 
Mr Velappan was 
angered when it was 


reported that Hill was most 
concerned about the food, 
water and general living 
conditions that the 
Australian World Cup 
players would find last week 
when they travelled to 
Tehran for the first leg of 
their final World Cup 
qualifier, against Iran. 

Mr Velappan stated: 
“Iran is a modern state with 
fairly high standards of 
living. It is hard to 
understand Mr Hill’s logic 
in that his team was taking 
food and water with them 
over to Iran, 

“His remarks were made 
in very bad taste. The 
remarks are very hard to 
understand and are hardly 
those of a responsible 
official whose team was 
preparing for an important 
match.” 
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Selangor, the club that 
David Mitchell played for 
last season, before joining 
Sydney Olympic and then 
moving on as player-coach 
of Sydney United, is leading 
Group A. 

Despite still having two 
matches to play, Selangor 
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David Hill: Upset the Asians last week, 


has already qualified for the 
Semi-Finals in the 
cen Cup that start on 
Deeeaibes r 6th, 

now coached by 
Pees atnaee player Steve 
Wicks, lead second-placed 
Brunei by nine points while 
Kuala Lumpur are in third 
spot with a disappointing 
seven points from the last 
four matches played. 
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The rich and very powerful 
Sultan of Brunei, Hassanal 
Bolkiah, strongly denied the 


hot rumours that broke out 
last week in London, 

The same rumours quickly 
spread right across Asia that 
he and his family were about 
to embark on a takeover for a 
club in England's Premier 
League Club, 

Late last week in London, 
the rumoured club was 
identified as being Everton. 

Media speculation reported 
that the wealthy Sultan was 
getting finances into place in 
readiness to buy out Everton's 
troubled Chairman Peter 
Johnson's 68% block of 
shares in the struggling 
Merseyside club. 


David Mitchell: Former player for Selangor. 


Australia, 
New Zealand... 


(Kim Revell 13m pen, 
Cheryl Salisbury) 


ustralia made a nervous 
start but in the end 
proved too strong for 


New Zealand, winning 2-0 in 
match two of the Tri-Nations 
Series last Wednesday night at 
Topper Stadium in Newcastle, 

The match, played with the 
passion of a typical Trans- 
Tasman battle, had added 
significance as the two will 
fight it out in the Oceania 
World Cup qualifiers next 
year, 

For New Zealand, this was 
their first match for almost a 
year, Australia had Sharon 
Black and Tracie McGovern 
sidelined by injury, but were 
boosted by Japan-based 
Cheryl Salisbury and Sunni 
Hughes, who had arrived the 
previous day from club duties 
in Japan. 

New Zealand kicked off 
with three up front, clearly 
determined to take the game 
to the Aussies, Playing at a 
furious pace, the Kiwis were 
quick to shut down their 
opponents all over the park 
and pushed ~— forward 
effectively. 

Australia survived two 
early scares within the 
‘opening five minutes, firstly 


defensive error ending with a 
Kiwi shot into the side netting 
from close range. A minute 
later a Wendi Henderson long 
range effort smashed against 
the crossbar with the keeper 
beaten. 

Henderson, NZ's most 
capped player in their current 
squad, was the lynchpin of the 
attack, as well as set-play 
specialist. 

Australia eventually settled 
and just as they had started to 
find their composure, were 
awarded a penalty after Kiwi 
defender Melissa Ruscoe 
handballed inside the box as 
the Matildas were honing in 
on goal, and Kim Revell 
converted from the spot. 

‘Aussie Lisa Casagrande, as 
had been the case in match 
‘one, was forced from the field 
early on in the match, 
suffering a mysterious shin 
problem, and Hughes came on 
as ‘Casa’s’ replacement. 

The All-Whites continued 
their assault until midway 
through the half, three free 
kicks keeping the pressure on 
the home side backline. 
Aussie keeper Belinda 
Kitching made a spectacular 
fingertip save at full stretch to 
deny another Henderson effort 
from 25 metres out on the 
right. 
Australia finally gained 
control of the encounter ten 
minutes before the break, 
Revell looking dangerous up 


PLUCKY KIWIS 


the right flank, and Cheryl 
Salisbury coming close with 
the header. 

The second half was 
dominated in terms of 
possession by Australia, with 
New Zealand's performance 
dropping away, although 
remaining solid in defence. 
But the Aussies’ advantage 
was not converted into goals, 
promising moves in attack too 
often breaking down with 
stray passes or poor finishing. 

In the 73rd minute, a 
Revell corner was played 
short to Sonia Gegenhuber. 
Her cross from the left to deep 
at the far post saw Salisbury 
tise above the defence, her 
headed shot finding the 
crossbar. 

‘Then just two minutes later, 
Salisbury had cause to 
celebrate Australia’s second 
goal. After a switch in play, 
Gegenhuber launched a cross 
from deep into the danger 
area, the bounce of the ball 
deceiving the NZ defence. 
Salisbury, waiting on the left 
of the pack, collected the 
missed ball, and had a clear 
strike on goal from close 
range with only the keeper to 
beat. 


With ten minutes 
remaining, New Zealand, held 
together by a resolute 
defensive effort, were unlucky 
not to pull a goal back which 
would have set up a thrilling 
end to the clash. Michele 


McCahill received a cross 
from the right, her drive from 
20 metres rocking the 
crossbar. 

Local defender Trudy 
Diamond made her 
international debut, coming 
off the bench in the 81st 


minute. 
NZ coach Maurice 
Tillotson was pleased with his 


charges, saying, “It was 
unfortunate to lose the early 
goal after we'd hit the 
crossbar. The Aussies were a 
bit sharper than us, which I 
put down to our limited 
preparation. But the best team 
won on the day — you can’t 
argue with that.” 

‘Australian coach Greg 
Brown was not as happy with 
the performance. “I thought 
we deserved the win, but we 
should have put away more 
chances. Our finishing and 
play in the final third of the 
park needs working on.” 

AUSTRALIA: Kitching, 
Tann-Darby, Bartlett 


(Diamond 81), Starr, 
Gegenhuber, Casagrande 
(Hughes 14), Youman 


(Wilson 84), Salisbury, 
Revell, Ferguson, Boyd 
(Cooper 65). 

NEW ZEALAND: Vale, 
Haskell, Corner, T McCahill, 
Ruscoe, Jackman, Henderson, 
‘Crawford, M McCahill, Oliver 
(Simpson 46), Wileman 
(Cogle 51). 


AUSSIES IN BRILLIANT 
ORY 


nderdogs Australia 
recorded an historic 2- 
1 win over China last 


Sunday afternoon in an 
entertaining Final of the 
Women's Tri-Nation 
tournament at the Manuka 
Oval in Canberra. 

The win is Australia’s best 
ever result, with China 
currently the No.2 ranked side 
in the world, having won 
Silver at the 1996 Olympic 
Games. Significantly, only 
one Chinese team member in 
this Final was not an 
Olympian, 

Played in the sapping heat 
of Manuka Oval, the match 
was a great spectacle, with a 
thrilling ending as all three 
goals were scored in the final 
eleven minutes, 

China had 
comprehensively beaten 
Australia 3-0 in the first 
match of the series, at 


attacking 
play, 
however, they 
didn't look a 
patch on that 
performance 
as Australia 


mistakes and 

tightened their 

defensive play all over the 
rk. 


Australia were fired up in 
the opening 15 minutes and 
enjoyed a slight territorial 
advantage. Their attacking 
moves were not producing 
Scoring opportunities, with 
numerous stray passes and 
little supporting play off the 
ball. 


China soon settled to 
dominate possession 


Katrina Boyd 


thereafter, 
although they 


found 
themselves up 
against a 


resolute Aussie 
defence, which 
stopped their 
H strikers getting 
j} too close to goal. 
In the 22nd 
minute, Zhao 
Lihong had the 
ball in the back of 
the net with a spectacular long 
range strike, but the goal was 
disallowed for offside. 
Australia continued to soak 
up the enormous pressure 
from the Chinese attack 
throughout, and were 
obviously delighted to go to 
the break on level terms. In 
addition China were further 
frustrated with good chances 
falling to Shui Qingxia and 
Sun Wen, but they were 


unable to finish them off. 

Australia lifted for the 
second half and started to 
push forward after the break, 
the midfield, especially 
Cheryl Salisbury, found 
themselves on the receiving 
end of some crude tackling 
but, as time wore on, the 
Aussies were edging closer 
and closer to earning a clear 
scoring opportunity for 
themselves. 

In the 79th minute, 
Australia were celebrating the 
opening goal. Sharon Black 
launching a cross into the box 
from deep on the left, proved 
too high for the keeper and 
defence. Substitute Sarah 
Cooper, lurking in the area, 
won the race for the loose ball 
and slotted it home from 
seven metres out, 

The cheers quietened just 
four minutes later as China 
launched an offensive and 
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syne ac 
MoGahill 68 


hina defeated a 
determined New 
Zealand 3-1 in the final 


round-robin of the Tri-Nations 
Series last Friday night at 
West Belconnen Leagues 
Club in Canberra, 

The result confirmed 
Australia would get another 
shot at Olympic Silver 
medallists China in the Series 
Final, 

China, taking the 
opportunity to experiment and 
use their younger players, 
dominated the first half, 
although they were a side not 
as fluid or lethal in attack as 
their first eleven. 

The Chinese took the lead 
in the ninth minute, the 


equalised. Zhao Lihong on 
the end of a neat exchange 
inside the box and blasting 
home from close range. 

With the match looking 
increasingly like going into 
extra-time, Australia scored 
what proved to be the winner 
with just four minutes 
remaining. 

A huge throw-in by 
Salisbury on the left caused 
havoc for the replacement 
keeper, Zhao Yan, who was 
further put off by a strong 
challenge by striker Katrina 
Boyd. The goalie only 
managed to parry the ball up 
and against the underside of 
the bar and back into play. 
Boyd, also having come off 
the bench, got the vital touch 
which saw the ball cross the 
line. 


Referee, Tammy Peacock, 
consulted with her linesman, 


unmarked Shi Guihong 
outstretched to slot home a 
low cross from the right wing. 
Just two minutes later, 
China doubled their lead, a 
neat flick pass inside the box 
allowing Wei Haiying an easy 
strike from eight metres out, 
‘The favourites went three 
ahead 16 minutes after the 
break, Jin Yan hitting the 
crossbar with her attempt and 
the rebound falling nicely for 
Shi Guihong to score again, 
this time from just four 
metres. 
‘The Kiwis then came into 
the game and started to create 
attacking opportunities of 
their own, their courage 
tewarded six minutes later as 
the Chinese goalkeeper was 
pulled up because the new six 
second rule, The resulting 
free-kick from 12 metres in 
front of goal saw Michele 
McCahill’s strike beat the 
“Chinese Wall’ and into the 
top corner, for a scoreline of 


Sarah Cooper: Scored the first for Australia. 


Gordon Dunster, to confirm 
the ball had crossed the line, 
ending confusion on the pitch 
and also in the stands. 

The Australia side held out 
for the last, long minutes, 
with the locals sending 
themselves into a frenzy at 
the final whistle, realising the 
enormity of the win over a 
‘Superpower’ in Women’s 
Football. 

Australian coach, Greg 
Brown, was naturally 
overjoyed by the win and 
praised the entire team for 
their efforts. 

He singled out Shelly 
Youman and Chery! 
Salisbury, in central midfield, 
for a fine performance, 
mentioning that the bench 
players, brought on to bring 
fresh legs in the sapping heat, 
did a good job coming into 
the game when the pressure 


‘New Zealand almost pulled 
the deficit back to one in the 
dying minutes, Kelly Jarden 
coming closest as her 30 
metre effort rocked the 
woodwork, 

NZ coach Maurice 
Tillotson said after the match, 
“We had to change our tactics 
against China, and we were 
two goals down before I gat 
what I was after, In the second 
half we made a game of it, 
and I'm really proud of the 
girls having battled through.” 

Ma Yuanan, China’s coach 
admitted he experimented 
with different combinations, 
and was not overly concerned 
with the outcome. “Overall, 
we played according to my 
instructions, especially some 
of the younger players. Some 
were not comfortable in the 
positions they had been given, 
which is why we didn’t play 
so well, but on the whole I 
was very satisfied,” 


was on, 

“We stuck to our game 
plan and, in the end, it 
worked, 

The players knew their 
jobs and did very well, After 
China equalised, it would 
have been easy to drop our 
heads, but we kept the 
pressure on and deserved the 
win.” 


AUSTRALIA: Kitching, 
Tann-Darby, Bartlett, Starr, 
Gegenhuber (McGovern 63), 
Black (Wilson), Youman, 
Salisbury, Revell (Boyd 76), 
Ferguson (Cooper 58), 
Hughes. 

CHINA: Gao Hong (Zhao 
Yan 80), Wen Lirong, Xie 
Huilin, Fan Yunjie, Wang 
Jingxia, Zhao Lihong, Lui 
Ailing, Lui Ying, Sun Wen, 
Sun Qingmei, Shui Qingxia, 
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England 
Premier League 


Manchester United remained on top of 
the English Premiership following a 5-2 
goal spree at Wimbledon, but Blackburn 
ousted Arsenal from second spot. 

United had led 2-0 before Wimbledon 
equalised, only for David Beckham, Paul 
Scholes, a cheeky backheel, and then Andy 
Cole to earn them their win for a one point 
lead over Blackburn, who beat Chelsea 1-0. 

Arsene Wenger's Arsenal dropped to 
third spot after a 2-0 loss to a rejuvenated 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

Wimbledon welcomed back Robbie 
Earle, fresh from helping Jamaica reach the 
World Cup finals, in their home match 
against United. 

United, who surprisingly left last year’s 
‘wonder goal’ scorer David Beckham on the 
bench, were relieved to reach the interval at 
0-0 after finding themselves unable to force 
a save out of the Dons' Neil Sullivan. 

Nicky Butt hit a superb opener three 
minutes after the break and David Beckham 
added a second as they seemed to be 
cruising to an easy win. 

But just four minutes after Beckham's 
goal, the Dons were back on level terms at 
22h 

Neil Ardley hit Wimbledon's first and 
Michaei Hughes got clear of Gary Pallister, 
poking past Schmeichel from just inside the 
box for his first goal since moving from 
West Ham. 

Beckham hit another and was already off 
on his celebration run by the time the ball 
hit the back of the net, Cole wriggled his 
way clear before crossing low for Scholes to 
provide a cheeky back heel finish that 
trickled over the line. The stage was left for 
Cole to add their fifth. 

Ron Atkinson was hoping the Sheffield 
Wednesday supporters could forgive and 
forget as he began his second spell in charge 
at Hillsborough with a tough home test 
against championship contenders Arsenal. 

He took over from the sacked David Pleat 
with Wednesday next to bottom of the 
Premiership, 

But the London team, without the 
suspended Dennis Bergkamp and 
Emmanuel Petit, while Patrick Vieira was 
ruled out by injury, fell to a bad defensive 
error, 

Gilles Grimandi played a lazy ball in 
defence and Booth latched onto it before 
firing a left foot shot under keeper David 
Seaman to give Wednesday the lead. 

Guy Whittingham added a second in the 
86th minute to condemn the Gunners to 
only their second defeat of the season. 

Blackburn, beat Chelsea 1-0 at home 
thanks to Gary Croft who blasted home in 
the 11th minute, 

Newcastle had John Barnes to thank for 
an inspired 2-1 comeback victory against 
Southampton. 

Southampton's Kevin Davies opened the 
scoring at the end of a solo run on five 
minutes with a spectacular shot. 

Barnes scored two impressive goals to 
earn them the win. Winger Keith Gillespie 
broke down the right and cut inside to blast 
a low effort against the base of Jones’ right 
hand upright. 

Fortunately for the Magpies, Bames was 
there to blast his effort high into the net for 
his fourth Premiership goal of the season. 
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‘Then, in the 75th minute, Barnes found 
the net with a towering header from a 
Gillespie cross. 

Liverpool, at home to bottom club 
Barnsley, who have leaked 40 goals in 14 
league games, suffered the shock of the day 
when Ashley Ward became Bamsley's hero, 
hitting the only goal in the 35th minute, 

Everton, without an away win in eleven 
months, opened the scoring on 12 minutes 
through Gary Speed. But they were 
eventually to be denied by Villa 2-1. 

Savo Milosevic, who wasted some 
opportunities, equalised from close range in 
the 36th minute. 

Ugo Ehiogu put Villa 2-1 ahead on 56 
minutes and Stan Collymore had the ball in 
the net, which would have been his first goal 
at Villa Park since his move from Liverpool. 
But the goal was disallowed. 

Derby thrashed Coventry 3-1 with scores 
through Francesco Baiano, a Stefano Eranio 
penalty and Paulo Wanchope. 

Leicester and Bolton played out a 
goalless draw. 


Aston Villa 2 Everton i 
Milosevic (36) Speed (12p) 
Bhiogu (56) 
BlackbumR. 1 Chelsea 0 
Croft (11) 
Derby County 3 CoventryCity 1 
Baiano (3) Huckerby (71) 
‘Wanchope (39) 
Eranio (30p) 
Leicester City 0 Bolton Wanderers 0 
Liverpool 0 Barnsley 1 
Ward (35) 
NeweastleU. 2 Southampton 1 
Bames (55, 75) Davies (5) 
Sheffield Wed. 2 Arsenal 0 
Booth (42) 
Whittingham (86) 
Wimbledon 2 = Man. United 5 
Ardley (70) Butt (48) 
Hughes (72) Beckham (66, 76) 
Scholes (81) 
Cole (87) 
PWDLFA P 
Man. United 15 9 4 2 36 12 31 
Blackbum Rov. 15 8 6 1 27 13 30 
Arsenal 15 7..6 2 30 17°27 
Chelsea 14-8) 1 5 29 17 25 
Derby County 14 7 2 5 28 20 23 
LeicesterCity 15 6 5 4 19 14 23 
Leeds United 14 7 2 5 20 16 23 
Liverpool 14.6 4 4 25 14 22 
Newcastle Utd. 12 6 3 3 16 16 21 
Wimbledon 15 5 4 6 18 20 19 
Aston Villa 15 5 3 7 15 21 18 
Coventry City 15 3 8 4 13 19 17 
Crystal Palace 13 4 4 5 13 15 16 
WestHamU. 13 5 1 7 17 21 16 
Southampton 15 5 1 9 18 23 16 
Sheffield Wed. 15 4 3 8 25 35 15 
Tottenham Hot. 14 3 4 7 11 21 13 
Bolton Wand. 14 2 7 5 10 21 13 
Barnsley 15 4 1 10 12 40 13 
Everton 143 3 8 16 23 12 
Division 1 
Bury 1 Sunderland 1 
Crewe Alex. 0 — Stockport County | 
Manchester C. 1 Bradford City 0 
Norwich City 2 Oxford United = 1 
Nottingham F. 5 Charlton Ath. = 2 
Port Vale 0 Sheffield United 0 
QPR 2 -HuddersfieldT. 1 
Reading 0 Ipswich Town 4 
Swindon Town 1 Middlesbrough 2 
Tranmere. 3 — Stoke City 1 
PWDLF AP 
NottinghamF. 18 11 4 3 31 16 37 


Middlesbrough 17 10 4 3 32 16 
Swindon Town 19 10 4 5 26 24 
WBA 1710 4 3 21 13 
Sheffield Utd. 17 8 8 1 25 14 
Charlton Ath. 18 8 5 5 35 26 
StockportCty 19 8 5 6 30 25 
‘Sunderland 18 7 6 5 26 21 
Port Vale I9STES AF /25):23) 
QPR 18.7 5 6 23 28 
Wolves 18 7 5 6 21 20 
Stoke City 187 5 6 21 21 
Bradford City 19 6 8 5 17 18 
BirminghamC. 18 5 7 6 18 15 
Norwich City 18 6 4 8 16 27 
Tranmere Rov. 18 6 3 9 26 25 
Bury 19 4 9 6 21 27 
Ipswich Town 17 4 7 6 20 21 
Crewe Alex. 19 5 3 11 22 30 
ManchesterC. 18 4 6 8 21 21 
Reading 19 4 6 9 17 30 
Oxford United 19 4 5 10 21 28 
Portsmouth 173 5 9 20 28 
Huddersfield T. 19 3 5 I] 14 32 

Division 2 
Blackpool 1 York City 
Bournemouth 3 — Carlisle United 
Bristol City 3 © Wycombe Wand. 
Grimsby Town 4 Burnley 
LutonTown 0 Walsall 
Millwall 1 Chesterfield 
North'tonT. 0 — Watford 
Oldham Ath, 1 Brentford 
Southend U. 1 Bristol Rovers 
Wigan Ath. = 1 Preston NE 
Wrexham 1 Plymouth Argyle 
Fulham 3 Gillingham 

12 a! Ut Bas ot 

Watford 19 14. 3. 2.33 12 
Bristol City 19 12 3 4 32 16 
Millwall 189 5 4 26 18 
North’ptonT. 19 8 7 4 22 13 
York City 198 5 6 25 22 
Chesterfield 19 7 8 4 21 17 
Oldham Ath, 19 7 7 5 31 26 
Blackpool 19 8 4 7 28 30 
Bournemouth 19 7 7 5 22 20 
Wrexham 187 6 5 25 21 
Fulham 1959-6 Ge 22.19: 
Gillingham 19 7 5 7 2 26 
Bristol Rovers 19 6 7 6 25 25 
Preston NE 197 4°8 22 17 
Grimsby Town 19 6 7 6 21 18 
Wycombe W. 19 5 6 8 27 32 
Plymouth Arg. 19 4 8 7 24 27 
Walsall 185 5 8 19 23 
Wigan Athletic 18 5 4 9 24 3) 
Southend Utd. 19 5 4 10 18 35 
LutonTown 19 4 6 9 17 28 
Burnley 19 3 8 8 20 27 
Brentford 19 4 5 10 19 32 
Carlisle United 19 4 4 11 23 35 

Division 3 
BrightonHA 0 Cardiff City 
ColchesterU. 0 — Lincoln City 
Darlington 1 Cambridge U. 
DoncasterR. 0 Rochdale 
ExeterCity 2 Shrewsbury T. 
Hartlepool U. 2 Bamet 
Leyton Orient 1 Notts County 
Macclesfield T. 2 Hull City 
Prorough U. 1 Mansfield Town 
Scarborough 1 Rotherham U. 
TorquayU. 2 Scunthorpe U. 

PWDLFA 

LincolnCity 19 10 6 3 20 14 
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Pborough Utd. 19 9 8 2 36 17 35 
Exeter City 19° 9 753 28 20 34 
NottsCounty 19 9 7 3 26 19 34 
Scunthorpe U. 19 9 6 4 28 22 33 
Hartlepool U. 19 7 10 2 28 19 31 
Barnet 19 8 5 6 29 26 29 
MacclesfieldT. 19 7 8 4 27 19 29 
Rotherham U. 19 7 7 5S 30 28 28 
Scarborough 19 8 3 8 30 29 27 
ChesterCity 18 8 3 7 27 24 27 
ColchesterU. 19 7 6 6 27 25 27 
Shrewsbury T. 19 7 5 7 31 29 26 
CardiffCity 19 5 113 19 18 26 
TorquayU. 19 6 7 6 28 29 25 
Leyton Orient 19 6 6 7 19 19 24 
MansfieldT. 19 6 5 8 25 24 23 
Rochdale 19 7 2 10 24 24 23 
CambridgeU. 19 4 9 6 26 27 21 
Darlington 19 4 8 7 23 28 20 
SwanseaCity 18 5 2 11 20 29 17 
Hull City 19 4 3 12 23 37 15 
BrightonHA 19 2 6 11 13 28 12 
DoncasterR, 19 0 6 13 12 45 6 
FA Cup Draw 
Northern Section 


Scunthorpe United - Ilkeston Town; Lincoln 
City or Gainsborough - Morecambe or 
Emley; Rotherham United or Burnley - 
Kings Lynn; Chester City - Wrexham; 
Macclesfield Town - Walsall; Wigan 
Athletic - York City; Oldham Athletic or 
Mansfield Town - Blackpool; Shrewsbury 
Town or Grimsby Town - Chesterfield; 
Hednesford - Darlington or Solihull 
Borough; Preston North End - Notts County 


Southern Section 
Peterborough United - Dagenham & 
Redbridge; Cheltenham - Boreham Wood; 
Plymouth Argyle or Cambridge United - 
Carshalton or Stevenage Borough; Torquay 
United - Watford; Slough or Cardiff City - 
Hendon or Leyton Orient; Bournemouth - 
Bristol City; Fulham - Southend United; 
Brentford or Colchester United - Hereford 
United; Exeter City or Northampton Town - 
Wycombe Wanderers or Basingstoke; 
Wisbech - Bristol Rovers or Gillingham 

‘Ties to be played on December 5, 6 or 7 


Scotland 
Premier League 


Walter Smith said it would be difficult 
for his team at Fir Park on the morning of 
this match. 

No squad, however strong, can hope to 
fully compensate for the absence of a 
quartet of the calibre of Gascoigne, 
Laudrup, Durie and Gatuso. But supporters 
cannot be expected to regard this as a 
mitigating factor against a team who have 
struggled in the basement of the table all 
season. Three points at Motherwell was still 
a realistic target given the champions’ 
resources of men and money. 

Instead, after taking a first half lead 
through Ally McCoist, a player increasingly 
marginalised at Ibrox because of age and a 
rare starter these days, Rangers slumped to 
their third successive away draw in eight 
days, Aiming for the top of the table, by 
reason of this latest lost opportunity, they sit 
in second place, one point behind Hearts 

For Motherwell, the last week has been 
infinitely more rewarding. They fully 
merited a draw as the result of a spirited 
second half performance. 


Having taken the initiative in the first 
half, Rangers had no-one like Gascoigne or 
Laudrup to impress overall authority on the 
match, and Smith acknowledged this, and 
Motherwell’s right to a share of the spoils. 

With Rangers adjusting, Motherwell 
made early efforts to suggest that last week's 
surprise win at Celtic Park was not just a 
one-off. 

Sivo Valakari's long early through ball 
cut a wide swathe in the visitors’ half and 
Goram had to scamper from his line to 
scoop the ball off Coyne's toes. A volley 
from Coyne and a curling shot from Coyle 
were both off target before Rangers struck 
with the opening goal in the 20th minute. 

Jorg Albertz did well, finding the 
foraging McCoist with a ball through the 
middle and he held off Kevin Christie's 
close attention sufficiently to score with a 
shot that went under Steve Wood's body, 

Coyle raced clear on the right and when 
Jocky Bjorkland and Sergio Porrini both 
missed his low cross, Coyne had loads of 
space and time to tap the ball into the 
unprotected goal from four yards. A double 
substitution by Rangers, a minute later, 
Stale Stensaas and Jonatan Johansson 
replacing lan Ferguson and Albertz, almost 
snatched a win at the death, Woods diving 
to hold Stensaas' hard shot on the line, But a 
draw was fair. 


Celtic 4 Dundee Utd. 0 
‘Thom (35p, 69) 
Larsson (63, 77) 
Dunfermline 1 Aberdeen 0 
Petrie (81) 
Motherwell 1 Rangers 1 
Coyne (80) MoCoist (20) 
St. Johnstone 1 Hibernian 0 
Scott (2) 
Wednesday, November 19 
Celtic 1 Rangers 1 
Stubbs (90) Negri (71) 
PWDLFAP 
Hearts 1310 0 3 30 14 30 
Rangers 148 5 1 38 16 29 
Celtic 14.9 1 4 26 12 28 
DundeeUtd 14 5 4 5 27 24 19 
Dunfermline 1454 5 20 20 30 19 
StJohnstonel4 5 3 5 1419 8 
Kilmarnock 13 4 2 7 102614 
Hibernian 14°33 8 20 23 12 
Motherwell 14 3 3 8 19 26 12 
Aberdeen 1425 7 14 28 11 
Division I 
Ayr Utd 6 Airdrie 0 
Dundee 0 Morton 1 
Raith 1 Falkirk 0 
Partick Thistle 2 St Mirren 2 
Striling Albion 2 Hamilton 1 
PWDLFAP 
Dundee 149 3.2 22 8 30 
Hamilton A 14.8 3 2 24 13 28 
Falkirk 14.7 3 4 23 24 24 
RaithRovers 14 7 3 4 19 13 24 
Airdrie 14.5 6 3 15 18 21 
Ayr U 144 3 7 20 20 15 
GreenockM 14 4 2 8 16 20 14 
St Mirren 14.3 4 7 15 23 13 
Stirling Albion 14.2 5 7 18 25 11 
Partick Thistle 14 1 7 6 18 26 10 
Division 2 
Clyde 4 InvernessTh, 3 
Clydebank 1 Livingston 0 
East Fife 2 Stranraer 2 
Forfar Ath. 1 Stenhousemuir 1 


Queen o' South 0 —-BrechinCity 0 


PWDLFAP 
Clydebank = «'14. 7-6 «1 «21:9 27 
Livingston 14.7 3 4 23 15 25 
Stranraer 145 6 3 24 18 21 
Queen/Sth 14 6 2 6 23 24 20 
Clyde 145 5 1 24 19 20 
Forfar Athletic 14.5 3 6 24 27 18 
East Fife 145 3 6 20 26 18 
Stenhousemuir 14 4 4 6 17 24 16 
BrechinCity 14 2 6 6 16 27 12 
Inverness Thistleld 25 7 23 23 1 

Division 3 

Albion Rovers 0 Cowdenbeath 0 
Alloa 3 Abroath 0 
East Stirling 4 Berwick Rangers 0 
Queen's Park 2 Dumbarton 3 
Ross County 8 — Montrose 1 

PWDLFAP 
Ross County 15 9 3 3 39 20 30 
Alloa Athletic 14.9 0 5 30 17 27 
East Stirling 14 9 0 5 27 18 27 
Arbroath 14.8 2 4 30 17 26 
AlbionRovers 14.7 3 4 25 22 24 
Queen's Park 15 5 4 6 19 19 19 
Berwick Rangersi4 $2 7 21 28-17 
Dumbarton 14 3 5 6 21 27 14 
Montrose «14. 2-3-9 18 39 9 
Cowdenbeath 143 0117 0 9 


Holland 


Richard Witschge scored just four 


minutes from time to earn Dutch first 
division leaders Ajax Amsterdam a 1-0 win 
over Graafschap Doetinchem. 

PSY Eindhoven remained second after a 
3-0 win over Twente Enschede while third- 
placed Vitesse Arnhem coasted to a 5-1 win 
over Gronigen who had three players sent 
off in a 10-minute second half spell. 

‘Ajax found great difficulty piercing a 
packed Graafschap defense until Witschge 
struck from close range, the ball going in off 
a post. Ajax, who have dropped just two 
points this season, remained seven points 
clear of PSV. 

Groningen's nightmare against Vitesse 
began in the 65th minute when Brazilian 
Leonardo was sent off for a professional 
foul. Compatriot Magno followed a minute 
later after continuing to complain to the 
referee over Leonardo's dismissal. 

Raymond Atteveld followed his Brazilian 
team mates to the dressing room in the 75th 
minute after receiving his second yellow 
card of the match. 

The Dutch first division's top scorer 
Nikos Machlas hit a hat-trick for Vitesse to 
bring his tally for the season to 18. 


Feyenoord 3 Utrecht 1 

PSV SI Twente Enschede 0 

Ajax 1 Graafschap Doet. 0 

MVV Maas 1 RKC Waalwijk 1 

NACBreda 3 Fortuna Sittard 1 

Vitesse Am. 5 Groningen 1 
0 


Roda JC Kerk. Willem II Tilburg 1 


P Wap roar. 


WANNABES 


- 


H—reveun 


Heiko Herrlich and Stephane Chapuisat 
were just too hot for the Hamburg defence 
to handle as they helped themselves to the 
goals, Herrlich netting on 21 and 74 minutes 
and Chapuisat bagging his goal on 56. 

Meanwhile Werder Bremen won 1-0) at 
tailenders Bochum, Christian Brand netting 
the decisive goal in the 65th minute. 


VEL Wolfsburg 2 Kaiserslautern 
‘VEB Stuttgart 3 Karlsruhe 
Schalke 04 2 1860 Munich 
Cologne 3 


HerthaBerlin 2 B Leverkusen 
Bayern Munich 3 Duisburg 
ViL Bochum 0 — Werder Bremen 


1 
0 

0 

ABielefeld 5 

2 

0 

1 

Hamburg 1 3 


B Dortmund 


10 50 4 43 Iraklis 11 6 2 3 16 14 20 
6 0 49 15 36 PAOK 115 4 2 20 14:19 
4 2 40 22 34 = Apollon 152441217 
4 4 27:21 28 ~~ Xanthi 115 24% 23 17 
4 4 24 18 28 OF 11 4 2 5 16 25 14 
3 6 23 22 21 — Panionios 4162 15 3 
5 5 18 18:20 Panahaiki 1 4 1 6 12 20 13 
4 6 23 23 19 — Paneliakos 14 0.7 19 24 12 
19 17 32:19 = Veria 11 -3> DPSS AF 10) 
3.6 18 19 18 — Ethnikos 13 17 5 13 10 
6 5 28 27 18 — Prodeftiki 102 35 21 9 
2 8 28 36:17 = Kavala Il 2.27 %6 22 8 
2 8 20 32:17 = Athinaikos 12 2:7 8.19 8 
5.819 17 17 _— Kalamata i284 19 5 
6 6 19 27 15 
2 10 16 39 14 
6 8 20 35 12 Germany 
4109 417 
Bundesliga leaders Kaiserslautern 
suffered a shock 2-1 defeat at unfancied 
Wolfsburg, allowing reigning champions 
Bayern Munich to close the gap to a single 
Panahaiki 1 point with a 3-0 hammering of Duisburg. 
Ethnikow 1 Bayern accepted the gift of their rivals’ 
Kavala 2 defeat to overwhelm Duisburg at the 
i 0 Olympic Stadium, with goals from big 
Olympiakos © 1 defender Thomas Helmer, Ruggiero 
Apollon 1 Rizzitelli before the break and Mehmet 
PAOK 2 Scholl in the closing stages. 
Panonios 0 Elsewhere, VfB Stuttgart went third after 
Protheftiki 0 hammering Karlsruhe 3-0, with a brace from 
Fredi Bobic and one from Jonathan 
LF A P__ Akpoborie. 
125 2 European champions Borussia Dortmund 
2 28 10 27 got back into the groove on Friday night 
227 6 a with a 3-1 away win al Hamburg, taking 
+ ote | Nevio Scala's men up to eighth place. 


PWDLF 

Kaiserslautem 16 11 3 2 35 20 36 
B Munich 1610 5 1 35 1S 35 
Stuttgart 16 8 4 4 33 19 28 
Schalke 04 16 8 4 4 19 14 28 
BLeverkusen 16 7 5 4 30 20 26 
Duisberg 16 7 2 7 20 21°23 
Hansa Rostock 15 6 3 6 25 21 21 
BorussiaDort 17 5 6 6 26 24 21 
Werder Bremen 16 6 3 7 17 23 21 
Wolfsburg 16 6 2 8 20 25 20 
1860Munich 16 5 5 6 21 28 20 
HamburgSV 16 5 4 7 

HerthaBerlin 16 5 4 7 20 26 19 
Borussia M 15 4 6 5 27 2 18 
ArminiaBiel 16 6 0 10 22 27 18 
Karlsruhe SC 16 4 5 7 24 34 17 
Cologne. "i 5 1 Ml 24 38 16 
Bochum. 3°49 19 30 13 


‘el te Goes tb Wawases Poort ond San As Faw. 


WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 
FRANCE 1998 . 


ae 
ISED TOUR PACKAGES FOR THE LAST 6 WORLD CUPS 


1974 GERMANY 
1978 ARGENTINA 
1982 ITALY 
1986 ARGENTINA 
1990 GERMANY 
1994 BRAZIL 


4986 MEXICO 
4990 ITALY 


4994 USA 
WE WERE THERE 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 

SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


LicNo, TAI3S2 LeNo. TAI2S7 


Package 
{Prices per person! 


‘Match Category 3 
7 Match Category 2 
7 Match Category 1 
Single Supplement 4.280 


"Second Round' Championship (inc. Finals) 


The Package includes: = 
» Reta Economy Airfares Package superior 
1 tstactum Ticats on Second Round "| (ries er person! Toure 
aren ~ Quarter & Sem inal Match 

we and sedan atn Pace nals | BMStch Category $ 6567 
isp tl aaa ac Match category 2 7237_| 


‘© Hote! Accommodation 
© intercity Transfers by either Airor |g match Category 4 7as7 | 2297 
‘Single Supplement a2e0 | 1920 


Package 
(Prices pér person) 


35 Match Category 3 
45 Match Category 2 
35matcn cateoory1 | 94 12558 | 10159 | 
‘Single Supplement sea | 5.120 


0607 | 11876 
ew es 


‘© Hotel Accommodation 
© Intercity Transfers by either Air or 
Lanmsry Coach 


‘© Fully Escorted 


“Ti package prices based & Syiney, Melbourne, Brisbane. 
| Aopicaie ada ons for other capleal cites. Fst lass, Business and Round Workd options are avaliable. 
[ [TPtsned tst ne 1287. Recommended Prices Ony. Prices may vary ave fo Exchange Rates 


ia oe 
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The shock 

result last 
weekend was 
PAOK’s 2-1 
triumph over 
Panathinaikos 
(PAO). 
PAOK had a 
great start to 
the season, 


culminating in the 1-1 draw at 
Highbury that bundled Arsenal out of 
the UEFA Cup. Since then, their 
season has fizzled with a mid-table 
league position, player injuries and 
with their European run at an end, 
things were looking a little bleak. But 
now, with a morale boosting win over 
the ‘Greens’, tongues are wagging 
again about a European spot. 

PAO, conceding only their second 
loss of the season, failed to go “Top 
of the Pops’, relinquishing the honour 
to bitter cross town rivals, AEK. 
There were chances for both sides to 
win but it took an 88th minute effort 
by Peruvian Comminges to seal the 
win. 

Significantly, the goal was the 41st 
in the First Division, breaking the 
record for the most goals scored (40) 
in the league (Division One) that has 
stood since 1958. 


cr 


_ The coaching merry-go-round is in 
and there were two new 
ng the game during the 
week, In the Second Division, Larissa 
waved bye to Zoran Babovic, and no 
new replacement has been named. 


r 


Things are much more critical at 
Panergiako where coach Christos 
Arhontidis has handed in his 
resignation and 21 players have 
requested to be transfer listed! The 
club is in financial difficulty and with 
club owner, Stavros Tsiordas, 
refusing either to bail out the club, or 
even sell it, the situation is worsening 
as players wages are not being paid 
and bills are mounting. 

Olympiakos Volou reverses this 
terrible trend in a sign of club loyalty 
not seen for many a year. Coach 
Lakis Nikolaou, unhappy at team 
performances, has moved heaven and 
earth to bring new players to the club, 
especially Saki Stavropoulos, but has 


failed to lure the player to the club. 
Despondent, he handed in his 
resignation, which was turned down 
by the board and which turned around 
and pledged their full support to a 
man whom they see as the right man 
for the job, Rare indeed. 
ee 

Appeals, appeals, appeals. Nikos 
Papadopoulos (OFT) and Panayiotis 
Spyrakos (Paneliakos) had their 
appeals turned down-by the FA for a 
reduction in suspensions handed 
down by the Disciplinary Board. 
Excluded for 16 and 10 games 
respectively for violent conduct, 
these two will be cooling their heals 
for a long time to come... 

Marco Gabiadini, the ex- 
Sunderland player has had an appeal 
to FIFA upheld against 
Panathinaikos. It seems the player is 
in dispute with the club and has had 
his wages suspended by the club. 
FIFA begged to differ and has 
ordered PAO to pay the player the 
outstanding sums (about $40,000) 
forthwith. 

ee 

The Brazilian connection at 
Kalamata is gaining strength with 
two new arrivals. Club president 
Georgios Ioannou has just returned 
from a lighting trip to the land of the 
samba with two new players in tow. 
Bantong (forward) and Rojerino 
(attacking midfielder) have attracted 
the eye of coach Jarzhino and will be 
given a chance to join the glamorous 
elite of the Greek First Division. 

08 


Funny old game soccer is. 


I by Italy over Rusia in 

Naples means that not 
only do Taian fans breathe 
a little easier, but so too does 
coach Cesare Maldini, 

With the side making it to 
France for the World Cup 
Finals, Maldini will be at the 
helm, at least until the 
competition is over. If they 
did not qualify he would have 
been remembered for all the 
‘wrong reasons. 


@ returning to his native ‘THIS WEEKEND'S clash at 
Yugoslavia at the end of the — Milan’s San Siro Stadium, 
Soe 1995/96 season, where his between AC Milan and 
= contribution to Yugoslay Juventus, should be one of 
gE football has also been the games of me senso, 
he H Tiswe don't? enormous. despite indifferent 
Italy LE ee Boskov was on the bench’ performances by the red and 
1905 However, with three points for oe ont Sunday for the home game black shirts this term. 
5 aiming We an theearly 3 _ against Bari and, for fans of ‘There is absolutely no 
A few days after the match, founds of World Cup football THE FIRST major coaching = Sampdoria, they will be doubts that both these clubs 1899 
he spoke of the pressure the i longer good enough, casualty in the Serie A has hoping he can turn back the have been the best two teams 
team was under in the lead-up "Simply put: Italy MUST  t#Ken place in Genoa, as clock and rekindle the magical 
to Naples. The weight of the jay 49 Ba, this-will take Sampdoria parted company days of 1991. - = 
nation, atbeit temporarily, has Sorhe adjustment for someone With their Argentinian The forward line at 
been lifted off his shoulders. like Maldini. mentor, Luis Cesar Menotti, Sampdoria these days includes 
Brazilian star, Ronaldo, and re-appointed Yugoslav German international Juergen 
came out after the game +o Vujadin Boskoy. Klinsmann and Paolo 
saying that his country had GIANFRANCO_ ZOLA, Menotti joined the club Montella. The latter may not 


two main challengers for them 
as World Cup holders: 
Germany and Italy. 

On form, it is hard to see 
how Italy could be classed as 
serious challengers at France 
98, This is a team that has a 


Roberto 


Jot of work to do before next Italy in the above mentioned dynamic striker Mario of the best strikers to ever pass 
year, after appearing almost game against Russia. Zola and Kempes. through La Samp’s doors. 
certainties to make it through Del Piero were on the bench At the-time he left out of If Montella continues with 
the qualifying rounds. and Baggio wasn’t even inthe his squad a very promising, such high quality 
‘Maldini is an old fashioned but unknown, 18-year old performances, surely he will 


squad. 
Does 


Alessandro Del Piero and 


arguably some of the best 
players to come out of Italy 
in recent years. 

However, none of them 
‘were good enough to start for 


Maldini 


Baggio are 


know 


during the off-season and 
naturally big things were 
expected of him. He took 
Argentina to a famours World 
Cup win in 1978, on home 
soil, beating Holland in the 
final, thanks mainly to his 


called Diego Maradona. The 


final result obviously 
vindicated his decision. 

While Menotti is a “big 
name’ in World Football, 
Boskov is certainly a legend 
in Genoa, especially at the 
Sampdoria club. 

‘The team won their first, 
and only, ‘scudetto’ in 1991, 
under the guidance of coach 
Boskoy. The team then 
included the likes of Gianluca 
Vialli and Roberto Mancini. 

Boskoy, therefore, has 
never been forgotten by ‘La 
Samp’, even though he later 
had a stint at Napoli before 


come 


spot 


Maldini and 


Finals? 


Disciplinary Board president 
Georgios Ioannou and Board 
member, Theoharry Grigoriou, have 
themselves been hauled in front of 
the FA and charged with bringing the 
game into disrepute. 

In an unprecedented situation, it 
seems the two cannot agree on a 
timetable to hear a back log of 
matters and the situation has been 
dragging on. The FA has stepped in, 
slapped their wrists and promised 
dire consequences if the two don’t 
resolve the matter immediately. Only 
in America... and Greece. 

ee 

The Greek FA Cup has kicked off 
the latest round and the First Division 
clubs have been in the wars, with two. 
very surprising results. First up, 
Iraklis stunned glamour boys 
Olympiakos, 2-0, in a great 
comeback from a 2-5 loss to the 
‘Reds’ just three days previously. 
Iraklis (Hercules) by name, herculean 
by effort. Well done boys. 

Xanthi just keep on keeping on. 
Only a couple of weeks ago they 
spanked unbeaten league leaders 
Tonikos 4-1 in the league and now 
they’ve gone one better and dumped 
defending cup winners AEK out of 
the cup. Final score was 2-1 but AEK 
must be left wondering... 

Cup Resutls: Xanthi 2 AEK 1; OFT 
1 Kalamta 0; Ethnikos 0 Ionikos 0; 
Orestis 0 PAO 2; Aigaleo | 
kos 0; Apollon Larissa 1 
Panahaiki 0; Kalamaria 3 Kavala 0; 
Apollon Athens 0 Orpheus 2; Aris 2 
Talyssos 0; Ag. Asteras 1 Karditsa 0; 
Eleussina 3 Panionis 1; Edessiakos 1 


20-years. 


into the thinking of 
perhaps book his 
for the World Cup 


in Italy over at least the past 


Between them they have 
won everything there is to win 
at all levels of the game, both 
locally and internationally, 

AC Milan have in their 


ai 


ILYIA IVITS 


Athiniakos 0; Veria 0 Panatoliakos 0; 
Panseraikos 2 Niki B. 0; Iraklis 2 
Olympiakos 0; PAOK 3 Prodeftiki 1 


be 
League Top Scorers: 9- G. X. 
Georgiadis (PAO); 8-  Ivits 


(Olympiakos); 7- Brewster (Ionikos), 
Kyparissis (Xanthi), Frantzeskos 
(PAOK) and Nikolaidis (AEK). 


‘o become a subscriber’ ring | 
(02) 9560 4654 or 9560 472: 


Zinedine Zidane: 
duyentus, 


line-up: Maldini (Jnr), 
Costacurta, Albertini, Weah, 
Kluivert, Leonardo, Desailly, 
Ba and Ziege while Juve are 
able to call on: Peruzzi, 
Ferrara, Pessatta, Conte, 
Deschamps, Zidane, Inzaghi 
and Del Piero, It is almost like 
a ‘Who's Who’ of both It 
and international football. The 
respective coaches, Fabio 
Capello (Milan) and Marcello 
Lippi uve), are arguably the 
best two in the Serie A at 
present and the club 
Presidents, Silvio Berlusconi 
(Milan) and Gianni Agnelli 
(Juve), are the two richest men 
in the country, 

This game has everything 


be a household name outside 
of Genoa, but the young 
Italian has been scoring goals 
regularly during the last two 
seasons, 

Club President, Enrico 
Mantovani, rates him as one 
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to make it a mouth watering 
contest. Tt should be an 
unforgettable occasion ... so 
let the show begin. 


Christian Gro 


}: Born August 14, 
Joins Grasshopper-Club Zurich 
Moves to Lausanne 
Joins Xamax Neuenburg 
; Signs for Bundesliga side VFL Bochum 
; Moves back to Switzerland to sign for FC St Gallen 
: Moves to FC Lugano 
}: Becomes player coach at FC Wil. 
: Appointed coach at Grasshoppers. 
: Guides Grasshoppers to Swiss Cup. 

1995: Takes Grasshoppers to Swiss championship. 

1996: Grasshoppers retain their title. 

1997: Nov 18 club announce he is leaving to become head coach at Tottenham 
to replace Gerry Francis. 

Praucts 
951; Born London, December 6. 

1968: Joins QPR as an apprentice. 

1969: Makes League debut against Liverpool. 

1974: Takes over from Terry Venables as QPR captain. Wins 
first England cap in European Championship qualifier against 
Czechoslovakia at Wembley. 

1975: Don Revie appoints him England captain. 

4976: Makes his twelfth and final England appearance 
against Finland, QPR finish runners-up in the League to 
Liverpool, 

1979: Transfers for $950,000 to Crystal Palace after making 
293 League appearances, scoring 53 goals for Rangers, 

1980: Returns to Loftus Road in $300,000 deal after 
59 appearances and scoring seven goals for Palace. 

1981: Moves to Coventry, after making a further 17 appearances (four goals) for 
Rangers, 

1983: Allowed to leave Highfield Road by ‘mutual consent’ with new manager 
Bobby Gould. Becomes player-manager of Exeter, but sacked after they are 
relegated to the Fourth Division. 

1984: Makes three appearances for Swansea on a non-contract basis before 
Tejoining former England team-mate Alan Ball at Portsmouth. Plays 34 games for 
Pompey. 

1985: Joins up with Dave Bassett at Wimbledon and helps out with coaching, 

1987: Becomes player-manager of Bristol Rovers after putting $45,000 of his own 
money into the club. 

1990: Guides Rovers to Division Three championship. 

1991: Succeeds Don Howe as manager of QPR. 

1994: Resigns as manager of QPR on Nov 10, in protest at club owner Richard 


| Thompson's plan to appoint Rodney Marsh as chief executive. Appointed manager of 
Tottenham to succeed ‘Ossie’ Ardiles on Nov 15. 
! 
; 
; 


“Terry Yeqabies: 
Replaced as 
capiain 


1995: In his first season at Spurs, Francis lifts the team from fourth bottom to 
seventh in the Premiership and reaches the FA Cup Semi-Finals. 

1996: Spurs finish eighth. in the summer, Francis signs a two-year contract, his 
first at the club. 

1997: Spurs finish tenth in the Premiership and are knocked out of both cups in 
the early stages. Pressure grows at the start of the 1997-98 season, as poor results 
continue and fans turn against him in increasing numbers. 


2 cheers and tears fi 


PORSEURTH! INFORMATION 


hristian Gross has 

taken up the reins at 

White Hart Lane but 
few people realise his 
involyement in football. 
Here is a ‘Fact File’ (left) on 
the new man: 


No Support 


MORE than 50 percent of 
Barcelona fans questioned in 
‘a newspaper poll think that 
coach Louis van Gaal has 
little or no future at the club. 

In the recently published 
poll, in the El Mundo 
Deportivo, only 14 per cent 
answered positively when 
asked “does Van Gaal’s 
project have a future at 
Barca?” 

Twenty-one per cent 
considered he had no future, 
with 30 per cent answering 
“fittle” to the same question. 

The former Ajax manager, 
in his first season at the club, 
has walked into a blaze of 
criticism after his star-packed 
side crashed out of European 
Cup contention in the 
Champions’ League and lost 
two successive domestic 
league games. 

They are, nevertheless, still 
‘one point ahead of arch-rivals 
Real Madrid in the league, 
with third-placed Celta Vigo a 

three points back. 

The poll was taken among 
358 spectators after their 3-2 
home victory over Celta Vigo. 


Who Would 
Be A Coach? 


STEVE SAMPSON has the 


support of his players in 
trying to 0 keep his job as 
coach of the United States in 
next year’s World Cup. 

But Alan Rothenberg 
Tefuses to commit to Sampson 
even as reports abound that 
the US Soccer boss wants 
Carlos Alberto Parreira, the 


have done but I can’t get 
excited about going to the 
World Cup until I have gotten 
the green light from my boss,” 
Sampson said. 

“I's important — the 
federation has confidence in 
this team and the coach in 
order for us to have success in 
France.” 


man who guided Brazil to the 
1994 World Cup crown, to 
take command in France. 

“We are not looking to find 
someone and there isn't 
another American coach we 
would even consider,” 
Rothenberg said. 

“The only issue is: are we 
going to run through the 
checklist of two or three 
international coaches with a 
heck of a lot of experience at 


that level?" he added. 

Eric Wynalda, the US 
leading scoring, said in no 
uncertain terms that he backs 
Sampson, who replaced Bora 
Milutinovic, when the 1994 
US World Cup coach was 
knocked. out of the 
competition, and the Yugoslav 
left to coach Mexico's World 


Cup team. 

“This is the most success 
the national team has ever 
had,” Wynalda said. “It’s 
difficult to fire a guy who has 
lost only two games, both 
away from home. 

“We should learn from the 
mistakes of other countries 
who panic all the time and fire 
their coaches. Then they wind 
up staying home for the big 
show.” 


Sampson knows he must 
have full support from 
Rothenberg to be able to take 
command of the team in 
January, when the process of 
building a team begins. 

“I'm excited about what 1 


Cuckoo 
Championships 


THE SWISS Football 
Association (ASF) 
announced they would be 
bidding to host the 2004 
European Championships. 

Marcel Mathier, President 
of the ASF, believes they 
have a good chance of 
beating Spain and a joint 
Austro-Hungarian bid 
because the two main ruling 
bodies - UEFA, European 
football’s ruling body, and 
world governing body - FIFA 
- celebrate their 50th 
centenary birthdays 
respectively that year, and 
both are based in 
Switzerland, 

Mathier says that the 
required infrastructure will 
be in place by that time, and 
he envisaged the innovative 
move of playing several of 
the matches in countries 
which border Switzerland, 
such as France, Germany and 
Italy, with Swiss officials 
still in charge of the 
organisation. 

‘The final choice as to who 
will host the 2004 Finals will 
be made by UEFA’s 
executive committee in June 
1999. 

Holland and Belgium are 


rom Greece 
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set to be the first countries to 
co-host a major finals when 
they put on the Euro 2000 
Finals. 


Looking 
Into lt 


FEYENOORD MIDFIELD- 
ER Paul Bosyelt escaped 
punishment from UEFA’s 
discipline committee but 
now faces an investigation 
by a referees’ committee 
into his vicious tackle on 
Manchester United’s Denis 
Irwin, 

Bosvelt, who cut down the 
Trish international defender 
with a lunge to the outside of 
his knee late in a Champions’ 
League clash on Nov 5, was 
not punished because the 
incident went unnoticed by 
match officials and UEFA 
observers, and did not appear 
in any of the official reports. 

However, the tackle was 
seen on television and in 
newspaper photographs the 
next day, prompting the 
referees’ committee to look 
into the matter further, 

“The referees’ committee 
will deal with that case next 
month,” said — UEFA 
spokesman Frits Ahlstrom, 

“The case is not closed. 

“The disciplinary 
committee could not do 
anything because the incident 
was not mentioned directly in 
any of the reports by the 
observers or delegates. 

“But we know a lot about 
it and that the referee may 
have seen something and 
that’s why the committee will 
deal with that.” 
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President 
Holding 


mm PAUL GASCOIGNE’S recent 


success in presenting a more 


Vete disciplined Image to England 
coach Glenn Hoddle was 

SCOTTISH undermined when he was sent-off 

LEAGUE for violent conduct in the Old 

president Doug Firm derby at Parkhead. 

Smith was The Rangers midfielder reacted 

expected to use angrily to a challenge from Morten 

his casting Wieghorst, by lashing out with his 

vote, and elbows, that sent the Dane sprawling 

perhaps change 

the face of Scottish football 

forever. 


The league management 
committee will decide whether to go 
along with the ten premier division 
clubs’ wishes to retire and start a 
new league next season. 

It is widely expected that the vote 
will be tied at 6-6, with Dundee 
United vice-chairman Smith’s 
decision likely to be vital. 


Sugar Sweet 


ALAN SUGAR launched an 
amazing attack on Alan Mullery 
after the Tottenham legend wrote 
off new White Hart Lane boss 
Christian Gross. 

The Spurs chairman was seething 
after Mullery said he was ‘not 
impressed by Gross’ credentials as a 
leading Swiss coach, Mullery claimed 
that if the former Grasshopper 
manager turned out to be a success, 
he would praise Sugar for appointing 
him, but he doubted whether he was : 
up to the job. 

“We could all do what he has 
done in Switzerland,” said Mullery. 
"He has won the Swiss championship = 
but that is like winning the title in 
Scotland, It is probably impressive in : 
Switzerland but not in England. | like ; 
their chocolate but...” 

He added: "Foreign coaches have 
done well over here. Arsene. 
Wenger's team isadelightandwe == 
knew all about Ruud Gullit before he = 
arrived, But who is MrGross? lam 
not impressed. : John Hartson gave 


and gave Rangers a nervous final 32- 
minutes with ten men. In the end 
they drew 1-1 with Celtic. 

Over the past few months 


: Gascoigne has been toasted by 

+ faithful supporters for his mature 

: displays in England’s decisive World 
Cup matches against Moldova and 

} Italy. But once again his fragile 
temperament has been exposed. 


“| don’t know who advised Mr West Ham a 4-1 
Sugar. If it works out andhe isa _-,_ Win over Second 
good manager, | will bow to Mr | Division Walsall, 
Sugar. But Gross has to prove : and put them into the Coca-Cola 


Cup quarter-finals for the first 
time in seven years. 

Chelsea, showing nine changes 
from the side who beat West Ham 
two weeks ago, scraped through 2-1 
against Southampton, thanks to a 
: Jody Morris strike two minutes from 
He said: “I am totally disgusted by _ the end of extra time. 


Mullery’s irresponsible outburst in = 
Riedle 


response to the appointment of our 


new coach, particularly as the man 
KARLHEINZ RIEDLE, a Champions’ 


himself.” 

But Sugar, who appeared with 
former Spurs boss Gerry Francis at a 
press conference, when Francis 
announced his resignation, was 
scathing about Mullery, now a TV 
pundit with Sky. 


has not put one foot in this country 
yet, | do not Know how anybody who 
claims to be Tottenham at heart can 
make such a statement.” 


He went on to slam Mullery’s track pe Actes hed i with two 
record as a manager and in goals in the shock final victory 
particular his recent failure at over Juventus, faced up to the 
Barnet. prospect of life on the subs’ 


“I was brought up on the basis 
that people in glass houses should 
not throw stones and, while Mullery 
may have been a good player in his 
day, his managerial career is not one 
to rave about, and he is certainly no 
authority on football management. 

“He should have sorted his Bamet 
out - and | don’t mean his haircut.” 

Mullery responded: “If Alan Sugar 
says I'm not a Tottenham fan, | am. 
But if you ask anyone at Tottenham 
who Christian Gross is, they 
wouldn’t have had the first idea. 

“I'm sure Alan Sugar doesn’t know 
too much about him really. He must 
have been advised by someone who 
said: "Look, this guy is a good 
manager. Why don’t you give him a 
chance?” 

“lf Alan Sugar knows more about 
Christian Gross than | do, then he is 
a better person than I think he is.” 


bench at Liverpool. 


ROBBIE 
FOWLER 


Sa 


OCCER WE! 
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Remarkably, Riedle’s first-team 


lace has been put at risk by the 

mergence of the talented Michael 
Owen who, at the tender age of 17, 
is shooting spectacularly for the 
stars. He scored a hat-trick in the 3-0 
Coca-Cola Cup victory over Grimsby, 
prompting manager Roy Evans to 
Say: “We now have three major 
strikers and not in any particular 
order.” 

Although Riedle, who leapt at the 
chance to move to Liverpool in the 
summer in a $3.5 million deal, 
wants to play in every game, he said: 
“| understand the situation. There's 
no problem. I'm happy with it and 
I'm happy here at Liverpool. 

Riedle has a long list of honours 
to his name - a World Cup winners 
medal with Germany from 1990 as 
well as European and domestic 
successes at club level - and Evans 
rates him the best professional he 
has ever worked with. But Riedle, 
too, is also a fan of Owen. He said: 
“He's brilliant. I've not seen better at 
his age. To think he’s only 17. It 
makes you wonder just how good 
he’s going to be.” 

The question now is whether 
Owen may win his first cap before 
June 14 next year to become the 
youngest player to represent 
England this century and break into 
the squad for the World Cup Finals 
in France? 

Paul Ince, his captain at Liverpool 
and leader of his country in their last 
two engagements, thinks he can. 
But, like everyone else at Anfield, he 
can but wait and wonder where this 
young player's rapid rise leaves 
Riedle and even Robbie Fowler? 

It was inconceivable that Fowler, 
22, a marksman for England in the 
win over Cameroon at Wembley and 
already breaking some of the club 
scoring records of lan Rush, would 
not step straight back into the attack 


+ against Manchester United on 


December 6 on completion of his 
three-match ban. 


GRAEME SOUNESS has moved in 
to try to beat his former clubs, 
Liverpool and Rangers, to capture 
United States goalkeeper Brad 


Friedel for Benfica. 

Liverpool have been told there will 
be no decision on a work permit for 
the $2 million player until later this 
week. Meanwhile Souness hopes 
that he can persuade the 27-year- 
old, who previously played for him 
at Galatasaray, to join him in 
Portugal. 


Celtic Open 
fo Offers 


CELTIC ARE open to offers for 
defender Tosh McKinlay. The 52- 
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= not for Napoli, who are second to 
i bottom in Serie A. 


League teams to have their cases for ; 


e 


resignation from the SFL decided at 
a special general meeting, with the 
top teams’ in-built majo. 
guaranteeing the vote. 

Lord Hamilton's decision to make 
both sides pay their own legal fees 
also wiped out almost half of a 
$120,000 fighting fund set up by 28 
clubs opposed to the breakaway. 

The announcement of a league 
expansion to 12 teams after two full 
seasons of the new Premiership is 
designed to appease aspiring First 
Division clubs. 

And the rebels attempted to 
sweeten the smallest teams by 
declaring that their $2 million per 


Larsson, but 
cannot claim a 
regular first team slot. 
General manager Jock Brown 
id: “If an offer came in we would 


SAVO MILOSEVIC is staying with = season pay-out to the SFL must be 
Aston Villa after Italian club spread between all three divisions - 
Napoli pulled out of planned i 


MILOSEVIC TO 
STAY AT VILLA 


allaying minnows’ fears of a First 
Division carve-up. 

Livingston chairman Bill Hunter, 
spokesman for the teams opposed 
to change, has conceded that the 
Premier group will carry the vote, 

The verdict must be ratified by a 
meeting of the league management 

committee, however, Hunter's group 
may cite chairman Doug Smith in a 
id to scupper any vote, 

But their case would be weakened 
ff lower division teams were to 
upport the breakaway in any 
umbers at the SGM at Hampden. 

Hunter said: “The fight goes on, 
ind we were optimistic about some 
of the comments made by the judge. 

“It will all come to a head again, 
and we're hopeful that things might 
till go in our favour, 

“Our biggest complaint is still that 
here is a lack of detail to the plans, 
You're telling me now that a 12-team 
league is on the cards, but Lex Gold 
‘old a First Division chairman last 


transfer talks. 

A delegation from the struggling 
Serie A club was due to meet Villa: 
chairman Doug Ellis, but they 
cancelled their flight to Birmingham 
at the last minute after the player 
insisted he was not interested in the 
move. 

Milosevic wants to play in Italy but 


He said: “I am happy to stay at 
Villa because | am playing well and I 
think the team can improve and be 
successful in the UEFA Cup. | would 
rather stay here than go and play for 
a club in Italy who are struggling, If 1 
ever go to Italy, | would want to join 
a bigger club.” 


Eye Swedes 


must ae Beer cssinn m _ | week that they were aiming for 14. 
Swedish trialists Krester Nordan “Fergus McCann told another that 
and Peter Markstedt ina he saw 12 in the Premiership, a part- 


time First Division and subsidised 
lower leagues. We're getting 
different stories from everyone 
involved, 

“There is a lot at stake here, too 
much to let bully boy tactics put us 
off.” 

One thing that is clear is that half 
of the dozen teams involved in the 
eventual Premiership model will find 
themselves discarded at some point, 
as a mid-season split is introduced 
in order to keep fixtures down. 

The plan is to play 22 games 
each, then divide into two leagues of 


combined deal unlikely to exceed 
_$1.3 million. 

Nordan, from Stockholm, is a 
former Under-2 international 
midfielder and appeared with 
Vasteraas defender Markstedt for 
Barnsley’s reserves. 


More 
Breakaway 
News 


SCOTLAND'S TOP ten will break —__ Six, those in the top group playing 
free from the shackles of the for the championship and European 
Scottish Football League, and places - while the rest try to avoid 
invite another two sides to join relegation. 

them the season after next. 


But lower league teams remain 
defiant, despite a crushing legal 
ruling, and intend fighting on in the 
face of a major charm offensive 
designed to divide and conquer, 
with a league management 
committee meeting last Thursday 
the next battleground. 

Victory in the Court of Session 
cleared the path for the Premier 


P/L victory 


THE PREMIER League have won a 
major victory in their battle to 
prevent illegal broadcasts of 
Premiership games. 

The League sell the overseas 
rights to show games live on a 
Saturday afternoon to a number of 
countries. 


Things were looking slightly 
better and the Football League were 
thinking about establishing a post- 
war committee, to plan for the 
reintroduction of the League. In the 
interim, regionalisation continued 
and there was a third section 
introduced, the West. It included 
three non-league teams: Aberamen 
Athletic, Bath City, and Lovell’s 
Athletic. Casualties from the 
previous season were Norwich, 
Preston and Bournemouth but 
Aston Villa, Birmingham, Derby 
and Notts County rejoined. 


War restrictions continued to hit 
home, with Arsenal unable to 
replace their elliptical goalposts for 
the new season, 


The first Northern championship 
finished on December 25 and 
Blackpool finished on top of the 
pack with Liverpool as runners-up. 

Each team had 

played 18 

games, bar 

Doncaster 

and Grim- 

sby, with the 

sides being 

regionalised 

further to deter- 

mine who they played in the 
League. 


The second championship 
finished with Liverpool on top, 
going on straight points once more, 
despite some clubs only playing ten 
games compared to Liverpool’s 20. 
How much did it cost to escape for 
90 minutes and watch the football? 
The princely sum of one shilling 
and sixpence, if you were an Aston 
Villa supporter, although 
servicemen were charged less than 
ten pence by the club, 


In the South, Arsenal finished 
first, just ahead of great rivals 
Tottenham. In the West, Lovell’s 
ended up in front of the rest. 
Crowds had increased once more, 
and.a.survey in 1943 showed 39 of 
the counties had organised football 
with over 6,570 clubs represented. 


The League Cup, in the North, 
also counted towards points in the 
championship. 


second half 


Blackpool, Aston Villa, Sheffield 
Wednesday and York made the 
Semis and the Final saw Pool take 
on Wednesday. Over the two legs it 
ended 4-3 to Blackpool. They faced 
the South Cup winners, Arsenal. 
The Gunners had defeated Charlton 
7-1 in the Cup Final for the South at 
Wembley. Lewis scored four with 
Drake gaining two goals and Denis 
Compton the other for the North 
London boys. 


On May 15, 

1943, Black- 

pool faced 

Arsenal at 

Stamford 

Bridge in front 

of 55,195 spec- 

tators. Arsenal 

fielded a side made up of their own 
players. Pool had players from 
Queen of the South, Hearts, Bolton, 
Tottenham, and Sunderland. They 
also had a man whose Cup final 
appearance would not be his last for 
Blackpool; Stoke City’s Stanley 
Matthews, Lewis and Compton 
again scored for Arsenal, but Dix, 
Burbanks, Dodds, and Finan put 
goals behind Marks, the Arsenal 
custodian, to give Blackpool the 
War Cup trophy. 


In Scotland, things had not changed, 
Rangers suffered their first League 
defeat in October 1942, and despite a 
very strong challenge by Hibs early on, 
the 'Gers' held on for another title, with 
Morton pipping Hibs to the runners-up 
spot. Rangers even managed to defeat 
Celtic on their New Year's Day clash 
8-1!! In the North East, another two 
series of Leagues were played with 
Aberdeen taking out both. Aberdeen 
also won the Mitchell Cup, 9-3 on 
aggregate over Dunfermline, and the 
Spring Cup, 7-3 on aggregate against 
Raith Rovers. 


The Southern League Cup Final 
was played at Hampden Park on 
May 8, 1943 and Rangers drew 1-1 
with Falkirk. It 


went to a corner 
count-back, 
which Rangers 
won 11-3. 
al 


Austria First Vienna FC 
Belgium KV Mechelen 
Bulgaria Slavia Sofia 


No league 


Around Europe the Champions were: 


No league (Cup - Olimpique Marseille) 
Dresdner FC (Cup - First Vienna FC) 


Holland (ADO Den Haag (Cup - Ajax) 
Italy AC Torino (Cup - AC Torino) 
Poland No league 

Portugal Benfica (Cup - Benfica) 


No league (Cup - Tirnu Severin) 


Club Atletico Bilbao (Cup - Atletico Bilbao) 
IFK Norrkoping (League & Cup Double) 
Grasshopper Zurich (League & Cup Double) 


England North 
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Bradford C.. 
Bolton 
Doncaster 
Mansfield... 
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North (Second Championship) 


December 1941 to 1 May 1943 


w 
li 15 
Lovell’ "1 


P Loma 5 
0 
0 
Manchester C.....19 11 
0 
10 


64 32 
63 32 
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26 
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Aston Villa .. 13 
Sheffield W 
Man United 
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P A 
8 21 
8 26 
8 45 
ie 37 
8 7 
7 75 


Queen’s Park. 
Airdrie. 


EB 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
10 
0 
0 
Albion: 0 


North East First Series 


D 
Aberdeen ... a 1 
Dumfermline 0 
East Fife 1 
i) 
) 
0 
1 
1 


Ww ive 1, 
10 39° 12 
2) 37-23 
9 42 44 
6 30 28 
6 30 28 
4 36 45 
5 25,32 
1 19 64 


ANISSSY 


East Second Series 


® 


* Extra point awarded for having higher aggregate, 


over home and away games. 
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fter the final round of 

matches in the South 

American World Cup 
qualifiers, Argentina, 
Paraguay, Colombia and 
Chile will represent the 
continent together with 
defending champion, Brazil, 
in France. 

Argentina, who came from 
behind to record a 1-1 draw 
with Colombia in Buenos 
Aires, finished at the top, 
followed by Paraguay, who 


lost 0-1 to Peru in Lima, 
Colombia and the Chileans, 
who defeated Bolivia 3-0 in 
Santiago. 

Chile returns to the World 
Cup after 16-years in the 
wilderness. Their last 
appearance was in 1982, but 
in 1986, they were eliminated 
in the qualifying rounds and 
were banned from taking part 
in the tournament in 1990 and 
1994, 

Tn 1989, during the match 


between Chile and Brazil at 
the Maracana, the Chilean 
goalkeeper faked an injury 
‘caused’ by a flare reputedly 
thrown from the stands. The 
game was suspended midway 
through the second half, with 
Brazil leading 1-0, Later it 
was discovered that Rojas 
(keeper), had lied and FIFA 
suspended him for life and 
Chile for eight years, 

The humiliation was hard 
to take, but now, after the 


SOUTH AMERICA 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharr — 


Chile to France 98 


crucial 3-0 victory over 
Bolivia, the Chileans are 
celebrating a much desired 
Tetum to the world stage. 

Meanwhile, in Lima, Peru 
defeated Paraguay 1-0 but it 
wasn’t enough to take the last 
South American berth, while 
the other team in contention, 
Ecuador, lost 5-2 to a spirited 
Uruguayan side hungry for 
revenge after the 0-4 drubbing 
they received from the same 
side in the first round, 


tinal Standings 


P 
Argentina 16 
Paraguay 16 
‘Colombia 16 
Chile 16 
Peru 16 
Ecuador 16 
Uruguay 16 
Bolivia 16 
Venezuela 16 
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8 
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DETAILS 


eeccce 


8th Round 
Argentina 0 
Chile 1 
Paraguay 2 
Ecuador 0 


9th Round 
Argentina 1 
Uruguay 0 
Peru 1 
Chile 1 


10th Round 
Argentina 1 
Venezuela 1 
Colombia 1 
Ecuador 1 


11th Round 
Ecuador 1 
Uruguay 1 
Venezuela 0 
Peru 1 


12th Round 
Peru 0 
Chile 4 
Colombia 4 
Ecuador 1 


13th Round 
Argentina 2 
Colombia 1 
Bolivia 1 
Ecuador 


14th Round 
Venezuela 0 
Uruguay 0 
Ecuador 0 
Paraguay 1 

15th Round 
Chile 0 
Bolivia 0 
Paraguay 1 
Peru 3 


Uruguay 0 
Peru 2 
ist Round Venezuela 0 
Bolivia 2 
Argentina 5 Bolivia 1 
Venezuela 0 Uruguay 2 
Colombia I Paraquay 0 Colombia 0 
Ecuador 4 Peru 1 Ecuador 4 
Paraguay 2 
2nd Round Bolivia 1 
Ecuador 2 Argentina (0) 
Uruguay 0 Paraguay 2 
Venezuela 1 Chile 1 Bolivia 2 
Peru 1 Colombia 1 Uruguay 3 
Paraguay 2 
3rd Round Peru 1 
Peru 0 Argentina 0 
Chile 4 Ecuador | 
Colombia 3 Uruguay 1 Argentina 2 
Bolivia 6 Venezuela 1 Paraguay 3 
Chile 6 
4th Round Colombia 0 
Argentina 1 Paraguay 1 
Colombia 4 Chile 1 
Ecuador | Venezuela 0 Argentina 2 
Bolivia 0 Peru 0 Ecuador 1 
Uruguay 1 
5th Round Venezuela 1 
Venezuela 2 Argentina 5 
Uruguay 1 Bolivia 0 
Ecuador 0 Colombia 1 Paraguay 1 
Paraquay 2 Chile 1 Chile 4 
Peru 2 
6th Round Venezuela 1 
Chile I Uruguay 0 
Bolivia 2 Colombia 2 
Paraguay 1 Ecuador 0 Argentina 2 
Peru 4 Venezuela 1 Bolivia 1 
Colombia 1 
7th Round Chile 2 
7th Round 
Argentina 1 Chile 1 Uruguay 1 
Uruguay 2 Peru 0 Colombia 3 
Venezuela 0 Colombia 2 Ecuador 2 
Bolivia 0 Paraguay 0 Venezuela 0 
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Argentina... 


Colombia... on 

Argentina: Roa, Caceres, Ayala, Sensini, 
‘Simeone, Astrada (Zapata 82), Veron, Gallardo 
(Riquelme 81), Ortega, Batistuta, Lopez 
(Crespo 80). 

Colombia: Cordoba, Cabrera, Bermudez, I 
Cordoba, Perez, Serna, Gaviria, Rincon, 
Valderrama, De Avila (Ricard 80), Aristizabl 
(Pacheco 80). 

Scorers: Argentina - Caceres 68, Colombia - 
Valderrama 10 


Chile.. 3 

0 
Chile: Tapia, Castaneda, Reyes, Margas, 

Rojas, Musrri, Vega (Valencia 46), Sierra 


(Carreno 83), Barrera (Nunez 73), Salas, 
Bolivia: Trucco, Castillo (Soria 46), Sandy, 


Rimba, Cristaldo, Sanchez, Tufino, 
Ochoaizpur, Baldivieso, Etchverry, Moreno 
(Castillo 70). 


Scorers: Chile - Barrera 24, Salas 42, 
Carreno 85, 


Chile 1 
Peru 2 
Colombia 1 
Paraguay 2 


Argentina 0 
Chile 4 
Paraguay 1 
Ecuador 1 


Argentina 4 
Uruguay 5 
Peru 1 
Chile 3 


HIGHEST SCORERS 


12 Ivan Zamorano Chile 

11 Marcelo Salas Chile 

uf Faustino Asprilla Colombia 

6 Roberto Palacios Peru 
Alex Aguinaga Ecuador 


Ariel Grazziani 


Peru: Balerio, Jorge Soto, Jose Soto, 
Reynoso, Solano, Carranza, Pereda (Rebossio 
45), Palacisco (Bazalar 65), Zegarra, Maestri, 
Julinho (Carty 50). 


Paraguay: Diaz, Gamarra, Caniza (Brizuela 
72), Sarabia, Ayala, Arce, Suarez (Gonzalez 
49), Struway (Rojas 75), Encisco, Rojas, 
Benitez. 

Scorers: Peru - Jorge Soto 39 


Uruguay ws. 
Ecuador... 


Uruguay: Nicola, Sanguinetti, Alzueta, 
Rodriguez (Silva 84), Adinolfi (Gomez 72), 
Barilko, Tito, Saraeglui, Lopez, Abreu 
(Cannobio 78), Aguilera, 

Ecuador: Ceballos, I Hurtado, Noriega, 
Montano, De La Cruz, Blandon, Carabali, 
Gayica, Aguinaga, E Hurtado (Coronel 65), 
Graziani. 

Scorers: Uruguay - Saralegui 3,14, Abreu 
53,58, Aguilera 64 Ecuador - Graziani 1,60,66 


Ecuador 


16th Round 
Argentina 2 
Uruguay 1 
Venezuela 0 
Bolivia 1 


17th Round 
Uruguay 0 
Peru 1 
Venezuela 0 
Bolivia 0 


18th Round 
Colombia 1 
Ecuador 3 
Paraguay 0 
Bolivia 0 


Looking ahead to France 98: Faustino Asprilla. 


FA Gives 
Go-ahead 


FIFA has confirmed 
that the four Iranian 
players who had each 
picked up two yellow 
cards in the Asian 
qualifiers, could play 
against Australia in 
the first leg of their 
World Cup play-off 


last Saturday. 


FIFA also said that a 
fifth Iranian player - 
striker Karim, the top 
scorer in the Asian 
qualifiers - would be 
banned from the match, 
He has a red card to his 
name and is serving the 
second match of a two- 
match ban, 

Spokesman Keith 
Cooper said: “The 
situation is that the slate 
has been wiped clean as 
far as yellow cards are 
concerned because they 
were incurred in the 
Asian qualifiers and this 
is a different stage of 
the competition. Red 
cards are not wiped off, 
but are carried through.” 

The players allowed to 
play are goalkeeper and 
captain Ahmadreza 
Abedzadeh, _ striker 
Khodadad Azizi, Ostad 
Asadli and Mohammad 
Khakpour, 

FIFA’s announcement 
has angered Australia’s 
coach Terry Venables, 
who was with his squad 
in Dubai preparing for 
the match, which took 
place in Tehran. 

“| don’t think it’s fair. 
After all, it's the same 
tournament,” he said, 
after supervising a 
strenuous training 


session with this 26- 
member squad. 


“There is no point in 
giving amnesty at a time 
when we are still 
qualifying for the finals. 
Amnesty is fine for the 
Cup finals, The benefits 
should go to all the 
teams,” 

Venables also 
appeared to be annoyed 
with the arrangement of 
the play-off, 

“We don’t even known 
the kick-off time yet. 


Anyway, the boys are 
well prepared for 
everything. The team is 
in high spirit and 
everyone is looking 
forward to the play-off.” 

FIFA also said that a 
fifth Iranian player, 
striker Karim Bageti, the 
top scorer in the Asian 
qualifiers, would be 
banned from the match. 
He has a red card to his 
name and is serving the 
second match of a two- 
match ban. 


Soccer - 
World Cup 


THE 1999 Women’s 
World Cup will open 
at Giants Stadium in 
New Jersey, and 
close at the 
mammoth Rose Bowl 
near Los Angeles, 
organisers said. 

The other stadiums to 
be used for the third 
Women’s World Cup 
(June 19-July 10) are 
Foxboro Stadium in 
Boston, Stanford 
Stadium in California, 
Spartan Stadium in the 
San Francisco/San Jose, 
Jack Kent Cooke 
Stadium in Washington, 
D.C., Soldier Field in 
Chicago and Civic 
Stadium in Portland, 
Oregon 

The stadiums range in 
capacity from the 
98,000-seat Rose Bowl 
to the 27,596-seat Civic 
Stadium. 

Officials, however, say 
they will be able to fill 
most of the seats for the 
352-game tournament 
which features 16 
teams. 

“We believe this is an 
Olympic size event,” 
said Marla Messing, 
President of the 1999 
World Cup organising 
committee. “For us the 
choice was 5,000- 
10,000 seat stadiums or 
60,000-70,000 seat 
stadiums, and | would 
hate to think that there 
were 20,000 people who 
we couldn't get into the 
stadium because we 
were at too small a 
stadium.” 

The United States 
team will help start the 
tournament by playing in 
the opening double 
header June 19 at the 
77,716-seat Giants 
Stadium in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey, 
across the Hudson River 
from New York City. 

The tournament will 
conclude with a final 
double-header featuring 
the third-place game and 
the championship game 
July 10 at the Rose 
Bowl. 


“For some of the first 
round games we are not 
expecting to fill the 
stadiums,” Messing said. 
“If we can put 20,000 in 
there we would be very 
happy.” 5 

The U.S. team will play 
first round games at 
Giants Stadium June 19, 
Solider Field on June 24 
and Foxboro Stadium on 
June 27, 

Only the U.S. team as 
host country has 
automatically earned a 
berth in the toumament. 
The rest of the teams, 
including defending 
champion Norway, have 
to go through qualifying 
tournaments next year. 


FIFA Monthly 
Ranking 


FIFA may take a 
country’s monthly 
ranking position 
into consideration 
to help determine 
seedings for the 
World Cup draw, the 
world soccer 
governing body 


With only one place in 
the World Cup still to be 
decided, FIFA said it is 
investigating the manner 
and ways it will conduct 
the final draw, 
scheduled for December 
4 in Marseille, in which 
six teams will join 
defending champions 
Brazil and hosts France 
as seeds, 

Each of the eight 
groups of four teams will 
contain one seeded 
team, FIFA has said it is 
considering employing 
the same formula used 
for the 1994 World Cup 
in the United States, 
which was based on a 
country’s previous 
performance in the 
World Cup finals, but in 
a statement issued last 
week, it said they may 
also take into 
consideration a team’s 


performance in its 
monthly ranking list. 
FIFA says: “Other 


studies will take into 
consideration, in one 
form or another, the 
team’s performance in 
the FIFA rankings, which 
were introduced in 
August 1995 - too late to 
be a factor for the 1994 
seeds - and which may 
be combined in some 
way with the co-efficient 
system mentioned 
above.” 

In 1994, countries 
were seeded according 
to a calculation based 
upon their results in the 
1982, 1986 and 1990 
World Cup finals. 

By taking the rankings 
into consideration, a 


country who did not 


See 


edt E a 
Stanford Stadium — one of the venues for the 
Women's World Cup. 


qualify for the 1994 
finals but who, like 
England, are currently 
ranked seventh in the 
world, would have a 
better chance of being 
seeded. 


As ever 


there is 
widespread speculation 
about the make-up of 
the seeds. 
This 
example, Belgium’s Het 
Nieuwsblad newspaper 


week for 


reported that their 
country would almost 
certainly be among the 
seeds, but said that if 
FIFA used its own 
rankings, then Argentina 
and Italy would not be 
seeded. 

And in a_ recent 
interview with the 
French sports daily, 
L’Equipe, FIFA‘s 
outgoing president Joao 
Havelange said that 
Spain, Germany, Italy 
and Argentina should all 
be seeded, and that 
while there were two 
remaining places 
earmarked for Romania 
and Belgium, he also 
wanted an African 
country seeded and that 
Nigeria could take 
Romania's place. 


4 


While the speculation 


will continue, FIFA’s 
World Cup organising 
committee will 
announce the format for 
the draw at meetings in 
Marseille on December 
2 


As in past draws, FIFA 
will take geographical 
factors into 
consideration and 
attempt to keep teams 
from the same continent 
apart in the first round. 
But with 15 teams from 
Europe among the 
finalists, seven groups 
will have two European 
teams and the other 


one. 


The remaining teams, 
four from South America 
(not including Brazil), 
three from CONCACAF 
and three from Asia plus 
Iran or Australia will be 
distributed in the spots, 
according to the 
organising committee’s 
decision. 
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Steroid Abuse 
In France 


TOULOUSE defender 
Dominique Arribage 
faces a possible 18- 
month suspension 
for doping after a 
second positive test 
for the banned 
steroid nandrolone. 

Arribage, 26, said he 
was not surprised that 
the B sample tested on 
Wednesday was positive, 
like the original last 
month, “because the 
counter-test was carried 
out by the same urine, 
the same technique and 
the same men.” 

But the defender, a 
regular for Toulouse for 
the last six seasons, 
claimed again not having 
knowingly taken 
nandrolone and, like Le 
Havre striker Cyrille 
Pouget, asked for a part 
of the B sample to be 
handed to the courts 
where he plans to fight 
the case. 

Arribage’s lawyer, who 
also represents Pouget, 
said he noted the same 
irregularities as he had 
noted in the Le Havre 
player's case. 

The defender tested 
positive after Toulouse’s 
French first division 
match at home to En 


Avant Guingamp on 
September 26. 
Pouget, whose B 


sample was tested 
earlier in November, was 
found positive for the 
same steroid after Le 
Havre's away game 
against Girondins 
Bordeaux on September 
12, 


GiD. 
GIRONDINS 
} DE BORDEAUX 


Two other players, 


midfielders Vincent 
Guerin of Paris St 
Germain and Antoine 
Sibierski of AJ Auxerre, 
also tested positive the 
Same weekend as 
Arribage. 

The pair, whose B 
samples have yet to be 
tested, also claim not to 
have knowingly taken a 
banned substance. 


Midfielder David 
Garcion was banned for 
18 months, nine 


suspended, after testing 
positive for nandrolone 
earlier this year when he 
played for Lille. 


HUNGARY'S 
government is 
sticking to its 
pledge with Austria 
to back their joint 
bid for the 2004 
European 
championship finals, 
a government 
spokesman stated. 

Elemer Kiss said the 
government's decision 
came ahead of Prime 
Minister Gyula Horn’s 
meeting with Austrian 
Chancellor Viktor Klima, 

“The European 
championship will be 
one of the main topics 
of the meeting,” Kiss 
said, 

The latest 
development follows the 
announcement that the 
president of the 
Hungarian Soccer 
Federation, and 14 other 
members, planed to 
resign next month in the 
midst of growing turmoil 
in the national sport. 

Federation leaders 
said government 
officials had made it 
clear they would not 
provide financial support 
for Hungary’s bid for the 
championship unless 
the federation chiefs 


resigned. 
There is a move for 
fresh federation 


leadership in response 
to Hungarian soccer’s 
decline over several 
years, culminating in a 
humiliating 12-1 
aggregate defeat by 
Yugoslavia in their 
recent World Cup play- 
off. 


Ferencvaros 
Being Bought 


AMERICAN sports 
marketing company, 
International 
Management Group 
(IMG), is reported to 
be preparing to buy 
Ferencvaros, the 
biggest and most 
successful club in 
Hungarian soccer. 
Managing director of 
IMG’s Hungarian office, 
Andras Sallay, told 
Hungarian daily 
Nepszabadsag that an 
agreement between IMG 
and Ferencvaros, which 
will soon convert to a 
public limited company, 
would be concluded 
“within days or a couple 
of weeks at most.” 
Sallay did not give any 


further details of the 
deal but said his 
company had long-term 
plans for Ferencvaros, 
who currently lie fourth 
in Hungary’s First 
Division, after finishing 
first and second in the 
last two seasons. 

“We don’t merely want 
to revive the premier 
league team,” he said. 
“We want to create a 
team significant in 
European terms.” 

Budapest-based 
Ferencvaros, who 
celebrate their centenary 
in 1999, have won the 
Hungarian League 26 
times and the domestic 
Cup 18 times, They also 
won the Cup and League 
double five times. 

IMG, which has 97 
offices in five 
continents, and counts 
Pete Sampras, Monika 
Seles and Tiger Woods 
among its clients, is 
based in Cleveland, 
Ohio, which has the 
largest population of 
ethnic Hungarians in the 
United States - estimated 
at 200,000. 


Sporting Gijon 
Want Cruyff 


SPORTING Gijon, 
bottom of the 
Spanish First 
Division with just 
one point from their 
opening 

matches, have asked 
Johan Cruyff to take 
over as_ coach, 
according to reports 
in the Spanish 
press. 

Cruyff, whose eight 
years at Barcelona 
ended last May, is 
thought unlikely to 
accept the offer after 
recently saying he had 
no desire at the moment 
to return to coaching. 

According to the 
Barcelona sports daily 
‘Sport’, a clause in 
Cruyff’s contract 
stipulated that Barcelona 
will have to pay 300 
million pesetas if he 
does not coach again 
before May 1998, 

A Sporting spokesman 
would not comment on 
the story but denied that 
current coach Antonio 
Maceda had been given 
an ultimatum to win at 
Espanyol ~or face 
dismissal. 

Sporting have made a 
woeful start to the 
season, having taken 
just one point out of a 
possible 36 from their 
opening 12 league 
matches. » 
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